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1972 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY 

Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 

Data on the 1972 nesting- season in Nebraska were received from thirty- 
nine observers, reporting- on seventy-nine species from twenty-three counties. 
Counties in the tabulation are listed in a west to east order, with the north¬ 
ernmost of approximately equal locations given first. Numbers represent 
Nest Records Cards; letters are from NOU Nesting- Report forms: Y repre¬ 
sents young observed; E represents Cowbird eggs found in other nests; CF 
represents carrying food; and N represents nests observed for which no 
Nest Record Card was submitted. Sixty-four Nebraska species were reported 
on 541 North American Nest Record Cards; in addition, out-of-state nests 
were reported on 17 cards. The counties (with the column numbers 
used on the tabulation shown in parentheses) and the contri¬ 
butors were: Adams (14) G. A. Heartwell, E. M. Helzer, L. M. 
Ohlman, E. R. Ritchey, 0. W. Ritchey, B. E. Welch; Cherry (5), R.G. 
Cortelyou; Clay (15), R. A. Lock, E. 0. Percival, E. R. Ritchey; Dawes (2), 
R. A. Lock, K. Menzel, Z. Uridil; Douglas (19), R. G. Cortelyou; Frontier 
(11), K. Menzel, R. Russell; Garden (4), R. A. Lock, G. M. Shickley, M. M. 
Tremaine; Grant (6), Z. Uridil; Hall (13), H. Johnson, W. A. Schleicher, H. 
Turner; Howard (12), W. A. Schleicher; Johnson (22), S. Antholz; Lan¬ 
caster (18) R. J. Anderson, E. V. Bennett, S. L. Blackman, J. R. Commers, 
K. K. Dimon, N. Haberlan, J. A. Ireland, R. A. Lock, A. A. Myers, J. 
M. Nissen, D. C. Pitcher, F. L. Taylor, V. E. Thomas, C. M. Thompson, 
C. M. Twedt; Lincoln (9), M. A. Cox, R. A. Lock, M. M. Morton, C. S. 
Viehmeyer; McPherson (8), O. S. Bassett; Otoe (21), S. Antholz, E. V. 
Bennett; Pawnee (23), J. M. Nissen, C. M. Twedt, C. Wolfe; Perkins (7), 
R. A. Lock; Polk (16), L. E. Morris; Sarpy (20), R. G. Cortelyou; Sheridan 
(3), Z. Uridil; Sioux (1), R. A. Lock; Thomas (10), C. E. Hoger; York 
(17), L. E. Morris. 

Contributors of at least 15 Nebraska cards included: R. J. Anderson 
(52), 0. S. Bassett (26), J. R. Commers (23), N. Haberlan (28), E. M. 
Helzers (21), E. 0. Percival (38), W. A. Schleicher (31), and F. L. 
Taylor (170). 

The following 21 Nebraska species which were reported in 1972 were 
not reported in the 1971 Nesting Survey (NBR 40:10) : Western Grebe, Great 
Blue Heron, Golden Eagle, Prairie Faison, Sora, Willet, American Avocet, 
Wilson’s Phalarope, Barn Owl, Screech Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Eastern 
Phoebe, Bank Swallow, Purple Martin, Long-billed Marsh Wren, Red-eyed 
Vireo, Yellowthroat, Bobolink, Rusty Blackbird, Rufous-sided Towhee, and 
Brewer’s Sparrow. 

Twenty-three species reported in the 1971 Survey were not reported in 
1972: Green Heron, Trumpeter Swan, Canada Goose, Pintail, Green-wing 
Teal, .American Widgeon, Shoveler, Wood Duck, Redhead, Canvasback, 
Ruddy Duck, Greater Prairie Chicken, American Coot, Black Tern, Black¬ 
billed Cuckoo, Long-eared Owl, Poorwill, Common Nighthawk, Chimney 
Swift, Say’s Phoebe, Black-capped Chickadee, Rock Wren, and Warbling 
Vireo. 

Information of interest was reported by Mary Tremaine concerning 
some of the Garden County nests. Seventeen Killdeer nests were found 
which were assumed to be second broods. Eleven of these nests were lost to 

—Text continued on page 9 
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cars because they were too dose to the road, The other six nests were suc¬ 
cessful. Two chicks were hit by cars. Twenty-two chicks were well on the 
way to fledging, Avoeets had a very poor nesting season due to storms al¬ 
most every night and too much rain* Nesting ducks were fewer than usual. 
Dickcissei nests were found this year. Grasshopper Sparrows were very 
abundant. Blackbird numbers were down, especially the Yellow-headed 
Blackbird. Species with numbers higher than in previous years included 
Bobolinks, Lark Buntings, Lark Sparrows, and Long-billed Curlews. 

Prances Taylor found fewer Red-winged Blackbird nests than in pre¬ 
vious years, with apparently poor success in these nests. The decline in 
number is perhaps due in large part to encroaching building developments in 
this particular habitat. Only oiie Brown-headed Cowbird egg was present in 
the Red-winged Blackbird nests. Cowbird eggs were found in House Spar¬ 
row, Yellow Warbler, Bell’s Vireo, and Meadowlark nests 

Thirty-two Great Blue Heron nests were reported in Dawes County 
by Z, U ridil, and single active nests of this species were observed in Fron¬ 
tier County by R. Russell and in Howard County by W* A Schleicher. 

Any one who sees evidence of nesting - young, or adult birds carrying 
nesting material, food, or fecal sacs - can submit the information without 
the use of a special form, although it will be appreciated if the information 
is in such form that it can be easily separated by species and county. This 
information will be included in the Nebraska Nesting Survey by letters 
rather than numbers. 

Any one who has found, or expects to find, an active nest is invited to 
write in for North American Record Cards to use in reporting on the nest 
(a separate card for each nest except for colonial nesting species). 

Cards, instruction sheets and Laboratory of Orinthology Nest Survey 
Newsletters may be obtained from Dr. Esther Bennett, 600 S. 33rd Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68510. Completed cards should be returned to Dr. Bennett 
by 1 October 1973 for the information to be included in the annual report. 
If persons wish to send information after that date it will be appreciated 
and sent to Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, but it will not be possible to 
include it in the state summary. 

—City Naturalist, Lincoln 

1972 CHRISTMAS COUNT 

Eighty-two species were reported in the 1972 Christmas counts from 
seven localities, and two other species were reported as present during the 
count period, but not recorded on the count itself. This is a reductions from 
the ninety-nine species reported from ten localities in the 1971 counts, with 
five other species present but not recorded. Rock Doves were excluded both 
years, in accordance with the rules for the counts. The eighty-two this year 
treats “Meadowlark sp.” as including some Eastern Meadowlarks; last 
year both species were definitely identified, but the experts who could identi¬ 
fy them by their call notes did not participate in the counts this year. This 
year’s total of 70,853 is well below the 122,125 reported last year. About 
43,000 of the difference comes in Snow and Blue Geese (Omaha and Indian 
Cave) and Mallards (Scottsbluff) ; Starlings were down about 2,000, mostly 
from Lincoln; House Sparrows were down about 2,000 each at Lincoln and 
Indian Cave, with an increase of about 2,000 in Omaha. Horned Larks were 
up about 2,000, mostly at Hastings. Other changes, both up and down, were 

— Text continued, on page 12 
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Red-bellied Woodpecker 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

5 

60 

71 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Hairy Woodpecker 

2 

1 

- 

4 

2 

8 

26 

43 

Downy Woodpecker 

9 

1 

8 

14 

10 

8 

166 

216 
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Scotts- 

bluff 

Whit¬ 

ney 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Hast¬ 

ings 

Grand 

Is. 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Omaha 

Total 

Homed Lark 

183 

- 

10 

2,500 

65 

103 

262 

3,123 

Blue Jay 

16 

- 

3 

15 

1 

91 

72 

198 

Black-billed Magpie 

35 

4 

14 

2 

19 

‘ 

- 

74 

Common Crow 

5 

3 

278 

112 

36 

257 

115 

806 

Black-cappped Chickadee 

13 

4 

9 

19 

21 

73 

438 

577 

Mountain Chickadee 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Tufted Titmouse 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

113 

113 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

11 

150 

172 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

1 

- 

2 

5 

- 

10 

3 

21 

Brown Creeper 

- 

- 

2 

4 

1 

3 

13 

23 

Winter Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

Carolina Wren 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Brown Thrasher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

Rob in 

49 

- 

156 

1 

1 

1 

2 

210 

Hermit Thrush 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

- 

Eastern Bluebird 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

10 

20 

Townsend's Solitaire 

H 


9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

1 

17 

21 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 


- 

- 

H 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Water Pipit 

- 

- 

- 

- 

128 

- 

- 

128 

Bohemian Waxwing 

50 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

50 

Cedar Waxwing 

H 

- 

31 

- 

- 

- 

7 

38 

Northern Shrike 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Loggerhead Shrike 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Starling 

193 

- 

509 

1,000 

174 

365 

1,407 

3,648 

House Sparrow 

268 

- 

182 

800 

81 

1,578 

4,092 

7,001 

Meadowlark sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

578 

332 

910 

Western Meadowlark 

8 

- 

3 

300 

180 

- 

- 

491 

Red-winged Blackbird 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

12 

20 

34 

Rusty Blackbird 

- 

- 

- 

27 

- 

- 

28 

55 


5 75 80 


Brewer's Blackbird 
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Scotts¬ 

bluff 

Whit¬ 

ney 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Has t- 
ings 

Grand 

Is. 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Om 

Total 

Common ( -ie 

- 

~ 

- 

15 

- 

4 

49 

68 

Brown-ht . Cowhird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

L 8 

127 

175 

Cardi; 1 



5 

20 

11 

53 

207 

2.5 

Evening " eak 



- 

- 

- 

- 

H. 

- 

Purple F 

- 


6 


- 

13 

32 

51 

House Finch 

77 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

77 

Pine Siskin 

3 

- 

15 

- 

- 

42 

3 

63 

American ~ Idfinch 

2 

- 

23 

25 

2 

77 

115 

214 

Red Cross 11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

34 

- 

34 

Rufous-sided Tow 



- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Slate-colored Jutico 

7 

2 

8 

88 

20 

6< J 

794 

1,618 

Oregon Junco 

15 

- 

- 

H 

- 

3 

6 

24 

Tree Sparrow 

99 

12 

58 

385 

71 

119 

862 

1,606 

Harris’ Sparrow 

9 

- 

23 

200 

2 

135 

21 

390 

White-crowned Sparrow 

8 

- 

- 

- 

I 

1 

- 

10 

White-throated Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2. 

2 

Fox Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

1 

1 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

6 

6 

Swamp Sparrc 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Song Sparrow 

- 

- 

10 

11 

- 

10 

72 

103 

Lapland Longspur 

- 

- 

- 

175 

- 

- 

- 

175 

Chestnut-collared Longspur - 

50 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

50 

Species reported 

33 

14 

42 

35 

28 

41 

65 

82 

Present but not seen 

4 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Individuals reported 

47,528 

84 

1,573 

5,762 

856 

4,562 

10,488 

70,853 


less than 1,000 per species. Of the counts including Flickers, Grand Island 
reported only Yellow-shaftedi while Hastings reported only Red-shafted, 
with Yellow-shafted present but not seen. Scottsbluff reported 2 Yellow- 
shafted and 12 Red-shafted, Kearney 4 and 1, Lincoln 8 and 1, and Omaha 
120 and 2. 

The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east 
(right) order. The symbol “H” is used to indicate a species present during 
the count period not observed on the count day. 
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Grand Island, date not given. 7 observers. 11° below, wind 15 mph. 
Snow on the ground. Bill Schleicher (reporter). 

Hastings, December 16. A fifteen-mile diameter circle with its center 
south of town, 1.5 miles south of Highway 6 and .5 miles east of Highway 
281, which includes the city parks, Parkview Cemetery, Crystal Lake Recrea¬ 
tion Grounds, fields and pastures, woodlands along the Little Blue River, 
and lagoons west of Glenvil. Clear, wind calm., -4° to 15°, ponds and lagoons 
frozen, river open, heavy snow cover. Six observers in 3 parties, 6 observers 
at feeding stations. Party hours 14, 3 by foot, 11 by car; party miles 165, 
2 on foot, 163 by car. Mrs. A. A. Alberts, Mrs. George Anderson, Miss 
Geraldine Heartwell, Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Mrs. Ray Horrigan, Allen Mefford, 
Burton Nelson, Mrs. 0. W. Ritchey (reporter), 0. W. Ritchey, Mrs. David 
Rose, Miss Berniece Welch, Mrs. Ronald Whitaker. 

Kearney, December 27. A fifteen-mile diameter circle, centered at 
the Platte River bridge south of town, including Kearney Cemetary, Cotton- 
mill Lake, Odessa bridge, Kearney bridge area, Fort Kearney State Park 
area, Minden 1-80 interchange area, Schrack’s woods, and connecting streets 
and roads. Parks and cemetery 25%, river bottomlands 50%, roadsides 25%. 
8 AM to noon, 1 PM to 5 PM; clear to slightly cloudy; wind northwesterly, 
calm to 5 mph; 32° to 50°; ground open except for snow patches, river about 
33 [ open. Five observers in 1 party. Party hours 8, 5 on foot, 3 by car; 
party miles 91, 5 on foot, 86 by car. George W. Brown, Marian G. Brown, 
Jack Unbehaun, Lorraine Unbehaun, John C. W. Bliese (compiler). 

Lincoln, December 17. A fifteen-mile diameter circle, centered at 14th 
and Coddington. 8 AM to 5PM, clear, wind SSW 0 to 25 mph, 6° to 27°, 
6 inches snow cover. Fifteen observers in 4 parties. Party hours 35, 18 by 
foot, 17 by car; party miles 274, 18 by foot, 256 by car. Bryce Anderson, 
Cindy and David Cochrane, James Commers, Shirley Doole, Everett and 
Mildred Gross, Ellen and Ralph Harrington (reporter), Norma Johnson, 
Rosalind Morris, Mabel and John Ott, Dorothy and Florence Wilson. 

Omaha, December 16. A fifteen-mile diameter circle centered at Offutt 
Base Lake (about 3 miles north of the junction of the Platte 
and Missouri Rivers) to include Fontenelle Forest, Lake Manawa (Iowa) 
State Park, and portions of the Platte and Missouri Rivers. Deciduous 
growth 30%, field and pasture 45%, roadsides 20%;, water 5%. 7 AM to 
5:30 PM. Morning clear, afternoon partly cloudy; -7° to 17°; wind SE 3 to 
11 mph; lakes and ponds frozen, rivers and streams open; snow cover 4 
inches. Forty-five observers in 12 parties. Party hours 105, 44 on foot, 61 
by car; party miles 403, 45 on foot, 358 by car. Rose Anderson, Brian Arm¬ 
strong, Tanya Bray, Donald E. Brown, Diane and John Burlett, Dan Cas¬ 
sidy, Hal Chase, Graham Chisholm, Evelyn Conrad, James Delehant, Micheal 
Gawerecki, Ruth Green, Janet Greer, Mary Harberg, C. E. Heaney Jr., 
Micheal Heaney, Phil Hesler. Thomas Hoffman, Clyde and Emma Johnson, 
Diane Jones, Teta Kain, Steve LaRiviere, Glenn LeDioyt, Robert LoPresti, 
James Malkowski, Dean Mathison, Bruce and Marian Meier, M. C. Morse Jr., 
Barbara and Loren Padelford, Albert Peterson, Marie Pluta, Kenneth Seger, 
Roger Sharpe, E. Thomas Stacey, Robert Starr, Carl Swanson, Mary Tre¬ 
maine, Bob Vondrasek, Melba Wigg (reporter), Gertrude Wood, James 
Zahller. Tape recordings of Screech Owls were used to call up owls. The 
Monk Parakeets are discussed in another article in this issue. 

Scottsbluff, December 29. A fifteen-mile diameter circle centered on 
the bridge across the North Platte River at South Broadway, to include 
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Scottsbluff and Gering. 7 AM to 4:30 PM. Light snow, 18° to 33°, wind NW 
at 15 to 20 mph. Six observers in 3 parties, plus 10 bird feeder watchers. 
Mrs. Jessie Acker, Mrs. M. A. Banghart, Mr. and Mrs. Dave Hughson, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Witschy (reporter). The Mountain Chickadees and the 
female Cardinal has been visiting feeders for the past three months. 

Whitney (Dawes County), December 31. Ellen Cartwright. 


LOUISIANA HERON IN CLAY COUNTY 

The Louisiana Heron (Hydranassa tricolor ) is considered accidental in 
Nebraska (Rapp et al., 1958) with only one record of its occurrence to be 
found in the literature (Black, 1941). I was therefore, somewhat cautious 
of a report of this species that I received from Van Remsen of Lakewood, 
Colorado during August of 1971. Mr. Remsen observed an adult Louisiana 
Heron at close range at a waterfowl production area four miles south and 
one mile east of Clay Center (Section 19, T-6N, R-6W, Clay County) on 7 
August 1971. The following details were supplied by Mr. Remsen (pers. 
comm.) in response to my request for substantiating information on his 
identification: The Heron was “instantly recognized as this species, having 
just photographed one at Barr Lake, near Denver, for Colorado’s first au¬ 
thenticated record”. The heron was first observed “as it flushed from the 
edge of the marsh about 50 yards away”, where Mr. Remsen was first 
“struck by the long thin bill and neck and the overall slenderness. It was 
approximately the size of a Snowy Egret and definitely smaller than a Great 
Blue Heron. The overall coloration was blue-gray with rusty patches on the 
shoulder area and head. The breast and belly were pure white. A white 
streak ran from chin to breast on the throat. The bill was two toned darker 
at the tip”. In the company of Jim Ells of the Denver Wildlife Research 
Center (USFWS) Mr. Remsen “observed the same individual again about 
ten minutes after it first appeared and watched it carefully until it landed 
out of sight about 100 yards away. Remarkably the same bird, or perhaps an¬ 
other one was later seen flying due east at a marsh about two miles due 
east of the first location”. 

This appears to be the third record of this species for Nebraska. Black 
(1933) reported a bird in juvenal plumage from Kearney County which 
was shot 11 September 1924 on a pond just across the Platte River south of 
Kearney. This date was later corrected (Black, 1941) to 14 November 1918; 
quite a late date for heron migration. There apparently is also an adult fe¬ 
male specimen in the A.M. Brooking collection taken near Inland, Clay Coun¬ 
ty on 10 August 1918 (the tag notes that the year is not certain). This 
specimen is interesting in that it was collected not far from Remsen’s dis¬ 
covery and at the same time of the year. 

Although this species breeds in southeastern United States (A.O.U., 
1957), its post breeding dispersal is quite extensive. Bent (1926) notes that 
it has been recorded as far north as Winnepeg, Manitoba. There is one speci¬ 
men record and several sight records in the eastern part of Kansas (John¬ 
ston, 1965). The species is considered an accidental, transient summer visitor 
in Missouri (Easterla and Anderson, 1967). One of the years in which this 
species wandered widely seems to be 1971, for in addition to Mr. Remsen’s 
observations in Nebraska and Colorado, there were also observations made in 
north Texas, central Oklahoma, and central Kansas (Williams, 1971). The 
Louisiana Herons observed at Cheyenne Bottoms in Kansas were first seen 
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on 12 July and were present until 23 August; reaching a peak of six bird's on 
30 July (Boyd, 1971). These records seem to add credence to Palmer’s (1962) 
statement that this species is “becoming more common inland during post¬ 
breeding dispersal” and may indicate that chances of seeing this heron again 
in Nebraska in the near future are very good. 
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MONK PARAKEETS IN OMAHA 

On 29 November 1972 the Audubon Society of Omaha received a call 
about two parrot-sized birds building a nest in the yard of Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom Binder, 5101 South 20th, Omaha. According to the Binders, the birds 
arrived 28 October 1972 and since then have resided in a tall spruce tree in 
the Binder’s front yard, and eat sunflower seeds and raisins at their feeder. 

We went to identify them and found two parrot-like birds, ten to tewelve 
inches long, working on their large twig nest. While we were there the birds 
flew in and out several times in search of twigs from shrubs and trees in the 
neighborhood. The birds had a flesh-colored beak, and were light grey on the 
forehead,throat, and breast, lemon yellow on the belly, green on the back. 
The under-wings were blue-green, the tail and primaries in the wings were a 
very dark blue-green. 

The prime sources used in identifying the birds as Monk Parakeets 
(Myopsitia monachns) (also called Quaker Parakeet and Green Parrot) were 
made available to us by the Henry Doorly Zoo. They are Parrots and Related 
Birds, H. J. Bates and R. L. Busenbark (written description), and Grzimek’s 
Animal Life Encyclopedia, Vol. 8, Birds II (color plate). In addition to the 
description of its appearance, Parrots and Related Birds says that the Quaker 
is prolific, gregarious, and is one of the few species of parrot-like birds which 
builds a nest. 




Monk Parakeets at feeder in South Omaha 


Nebraska Bird Review 
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Articles on the Monk Parakeet have appeared in National Observer 6 
January 1973, Parade Magazine 10 December 1972, and Purple Martin News 
29 November 1972. The birds were known to be breeding in the wild in New 
York City (approximately 2,500), Massachusetts, and New Jersey, but theses 
recent articles indicate that numbers are also showing up in Michigan and 
Wisconsin. There is considerable debate mounting between ornithologists over 
the desirability of these birds becoming established in the wild in the United 
States. 

In their native Argentina, wdiere some nests measure thirty feet long 
and fifteen feet high and house as many as fifty pairs, they have become a 
menace to fruit and grain crops. After exhausting other measures of Con¬ 
trol Argentina declared a bounty on the Monk Parakeet and a million and a 
half were destroyed with no effect. 

If you know of any other Monk Parakeets living in the wild, please send 
a report to the U. S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

—Barbara and Horen Padelford, Omaha 

The Padelfords took time out from preparations for their move to Ot¬ 
tawa, Canada, to supply this information. Since it was written the March 
1973 issue of Yankee Magazine has appeared with an article on Monk Para¬ 
keets, including a statement that most of the wild Monk Parakeets in the 
U. S. are believed to have come from a crate of the birds which split open 
when it fell from a truck at Kennedy Airport, New York, in 1967. 

Mrs. Binder said that the birds apparently abandoned the nest about 
the middle of March, when the Grackles returned (the Parakeets had taken 
over a Grackle nest), but that the Parakeets had returned at intervals, the 
last visit being about 7 April (this was on 18 April). A pair of Parakeets 
was reported seen in Bellevue, about three miles south, in the middle of 
March, and one was seen by Mrs. S. A. Perkins on 13 April at her home 
near 52 and Poppleton, Omaha, about three miles northwest of the Binder’s. 

Mrs. Binder is sorry that the birds have moved, because she enjoyed 
them, and although they are noisy she prefers them to Starlings and Grack¬ 
les. They did not fight with other birds at her feeder, but shared it with 
other species. In spite of their reported addiction to fruit, they preferred 
seeds from the feeder to fruit that Mrs. Binder put out for them. Mr. Bob 
Paskach of the Omaha, World-Herald used the Binder’s house as a blind to 
take the picture, and the window pane caused some loss of clarity. —Ed. 

SUMMER RECORDS OF THE SHORT-BILLED 
MARSH WREN IN NEBRASKA 

The Short-billed Marsh Wren ( Cistothorus platensis ) is regarded as “an 
uncommon migrant in the eastern third of the state” and as “a rare breeder 
in suitable marshes in the eastern quarter” (Rapp et al., Revised check-list 
of Nebraska birds, 1958). Although this wren is noted quite frequently in 
the fall and spring migration reports published in the Nebraska Bird Review, 
there is virtually nothing to be found on its breeding distribution in the 
state. Bruner et al., (A preliminary review of the birds of Nebraska, 1904, 
Klopp & Bartlett Co.) note that Samuel Aughey found a nest in a marsh 
in Dixon County in 1867, and that nests had been found at West Point 
in Cuming County and at Lincoln in Lancaster County. The latter nest was 
in a tract of marshy hay land and sloughs north of Salt Lake (now Capital 
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Beach) and was not found until 28 August 1902 when it had long been 
empty (Wolcott,R.H., Proc. N.O.U. Ill p.108, 1902). Stephens (The birds of 
Dakota County, Nebraska, N.O.U. Occas. Paper No. 3, 1957) lists this species 
as a summer resident of uncertain abundance in Dakota County but gives 
only one record (9 May 1917) and this may have been a migrant. A recent 
record by Einemann (NBR 40: 48, 1972) near West Point on 6 August 1971 
may have been breeding birds. Nesting reports in the Nebraska Bird Review, 
initiated in 1956 and carried through in their same form until 1965 revealed 
no nests or young of the Short-billed Marsh Wren. The nest record card 
program in use since that time has produced no records. The following notes 
on summer occurrences and breeding of the Short-billed Marsh Wren accumu¬ 
lated during the past three years will hopefully alleviate some of the gaps 
in our knowledge of the breeding distribution of this species in Nebraska. 

On 9 June 1970, I discovered a Short-billed' Marsh Wren in a marshy 
tract of land bordering U.S. highway 281 about 10 miles north of Bartlett, 
Nebraska (SE Va, Section 28, T-24N, R-11W, Wheeler County). This area 
consists of several small sloughs with cattail, cord grass, and reed canary 
grass (Phalaris anmdinacea) growing around them, and low wet meadows 
of grasses and sedges between them. There w T ere several singing- 
males present and their behavior indicated that they were definitely on ter¬ 
ritory. One wren was observed carrying nesting material but it was evidently 
in the early stages of construction because no nest could be found, despite 
a thorough search of the area. 

On 24 June 1971, I was conducting a breeding bird census in northeast¬ 
ern Nebraska about three miles SSW of Winnebago when I heard the calls 
of a Short-billed Marsh Wren. Although I could not stop at the time, I 
marked the location on my map ( SE Va, Section 22, T-26N, R-83E, Thurston 
County) and came back to the spot after I finished the census route. There 
were two pair of wrens present in a low wet area paralleling a small creek. 
After carefully watching one of the adult birds which was carrying food, 
I was able to locate a nest. It was in a dense growth of sedges (Carex sp.) 
only several inches off the ground and contained 1 five young wrens. They 
were still naked, with very little feather development and could not have 
been more than a few days old. One small white egg was still in the nest 
and may have been infertile because it was not cracked and showed no em¬ 
bryonic development. I watched the adults feeding the young for about a half 
hour before leaving the site. 

On 17 July 1971, I heard the calls of this species while passing a mea¬ 
dow about four miles south and three miles east of Clay Center, Nebraska 
(Section 21, T-6N, R-6W, Clay County). Several males were actively de¬ 
fending territories and one bird that I observed appeared to be an immature 
w r ren which was giving food calls. No nests of this species were found after 
a search of the grass and sedge meadow but several adults were noted 
carrying food into the vegetation. Long-billed Marsh Wrens were observed 
near-by in areas of cattail marsh and standing water, but the two species 
of wrens seemed to be segregated by the vegetation. 

On 8 July 1972, I located several Short-billed Marsh Wrens on the 
North 27th Street Marsh about four miles north of Lincoln (Section 19, 
T-11N, R-7E, Lancaster County). These birds were definitely on territory 
but no active nests or young could be found despite repeated searches 
throughout the summer. Several dummy nests were located however which 
presented the possibility that the wrens were nesting and I just couldn’t find 
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them. This was the first time in three years that I had seen this species 
here in summer and it may be related to the variable water levels in this 
very shallow body of water. The water was comparatively high this year 
with accompanying luxuriant vegetation. This appears to be the first evi¬ 
dence of breeding of the Short-billed Marsh Wren in Lancaster County in 
over 70 years. 

Calvin L. Civic 

Department of Zoology 

The University of Nebraska / Lincoln 


NOTES 


PRAIRIE FALCONS. I saw three or four Prairie Falcons between 
20 and 30 November, but haven’t seen one since (15 January 1973). 

—Lee Mo,, is, Benedict 

On 6 or 7 June 1972 Larry D. Robinson, of the U. S. Forest Service, 
and Doris Gates and Mrs. Cheryl Weedon visited a Prairie Falcon (Falco 
mexicauns) nest on Forest Service land southeast of Chadron (Sec. 15, T. 
32N., R. 48W), and saw three eggs. Both parents were extremely aggres¬ 
sive as the observers approached the nest. On 29 August Mr. Robinson, 
George Hetzel, and Kathleen Russell, all of the Forest Service, visited the 
nest and found two of the eggs unhatched. Photographs taken at the time 
of the first visit (which the printer thought would not reproduce well) 
indicate that the nest was near the top of a small butte, above the tops 
of the tops of the surrounding trees. The nest was a scrape on the floor 
of a small, shallow cave, and almost at the back. 

SORAS. I found two Soras, Porzana Carolina, dead on roads in Gage 
County on 23 August 1972. One was six miles east and three miles south of 
Beatrice, and the other within the Beatrice city limits. I prepared both as 
study skins and will deposit both in the University of Nebraska State Muse¬ 
um. Both were males, the first in adult plumage (but with non_pneumatized 
skull) and with little fat, and the second a moderately fat immature. There 
are few records of Soras in the county and it seems a remarkable coincidence 
to find two road-killed individuals of such an inconspicious species in two 
locations. Perhaps a substantial wave of Soras had passed through in the 
preceding night. 

— Kent L. Fiala 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 48104 
Department of Zoology 

SNOWY PLOVER. Snowy Plovers were seen at the salt flat on 27th 
Street north of Lincoln on 13 August 1972 (Loren and Barbara Padelford), 
15 August (Mrs. Padelford, Mrs. Teta Kain, and Mrs. Melba Wiig), and 
19 August (Mr. and Mrs. Padelford and Fr. Thomas Hoffman). There 
was one bird present on the first two dates, and two birds present on the 
last date. On 19 August we noted the following field marks: The legs 
seemed lighter than indicated in Peterson or Robbins-Bruun-Zim, but they 
definitely were not yellow but gray, and they were easily compared with the 
yellow legs of several Semipalmated Plovers which were also present. The 
dark mark behind the eye was noted. This is not easy to be sure of when 
there are no Piping Plovers for comparison, but comparisons with the il¬ 
lustrations in Robbins-Bruun-Zim and Pough-Eckelberry made us feel that 
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the marks we saw were closer to the face pattern of the Snowy than that of 
the Piping Plover. The clincher was the tail pattern in flight which, as the 
illustrations in Robbins-Brunn-Zim make clear, are quite different, even 
though the text does not comment on it. Neither Pough nor Peterson’s East¬ 
ern Guide comment on or note this difference, but Peterson’s Western Guide 
does call attention to it on p. 107. Our birds clearly had the dark center 
feathers and white outer tail feathers of the Snowy Plover. The color of the 
bill was black, but we did not note particularly the thinness of the bill. 

—Thomas A. Hoffman. Omaha 

SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER. On 8 September 1972, a bright 
late-summer day, I was driving home from school when I sighted a large, 
active flycatcher three miles northwest of Cook, in Otoe County. With the 
aid of 7 x 50 binoculars I determined that it was a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, 
Muscivora forficata. It perched on light wires and on the topmost branches 
of pines and elms between flights after insects. Barn Sw T allows and Eastern 
Kingbirds were teasing it. This is the first time I have seen a Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher. 

—Sam Anth.olz, Cook 

VARIED THRUSH. A male Varied Thrush was spotted in the 2300 
block of North Sixty-second Street, Omaha, on 20 November 1972 by Mrs. 
Darrell Beightol. It was found dead on 24 November and the specimen was 
given to Dr. Roger Sharpe of the University of Nebraska at Omaha for their 
collection. 


— Melba Wigg, Omaha 
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HONORARY MEMBER 


Carl H. Swanson 

Carl H. Swanson of Bellevue was elected an Honorary Member of the 
Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union at the 1973 annual meeting in Halsey. 

Mr. Swanson has been a consistent and valued contributor to the occur¬ 
rence reports, and many of the records shown in the Douglas-Sarpy column 
of the occurrence reports are his. The more noteworthy and unusual of his 
observations have appeared in the “Notes”. Most of his observations are made 
near his home or in Fontenelle Forest, which is just north of Bellevue. 

He reaches a wider audience with his letters to the Public Pulse of the 
Omaha World-Herald. These are not restricted to comments on birds, but in¬ 
clude other nature topics as well. Once, after he had mentioned a book in one 
of his letters, a Lincoln store reported it immediately sold out of the book and 
had to order more. He has also published several collections of essays and of 
his letters to the Public Pulse. 

Several years ago, when he felt that the Omaha Bird Club and the Fon¬ 
tenelle Forest Nature Center were not scheduling enough bird walks he an¬ 
nounced his own schedule of hikes to be led by him. He acquired a tape re¬ 
corder and began recording bird calls on his walks, and with the help of these 
tapes holds classes in the recognition of bird calls. 

Mr. Swanson was born about the turn of the century, and was raised on 
a farm near Stanton, Iowa. He studied to be a missionary, but decided that he 
hadl too great a dislike of public speaking to be good at it, and gave it up. 
(This dislike is still with him; shortly after he got his tape recorder he re¬ 
corded a talk on it in private and then played the tape to a meeting rather 
than speaking himself, although he did talk to the group before and after the 
recording.) He learned Swedish at an early age, and before he had the tape 
recorder to capture bird songs he used to make his notations on birds songs 
in Swedish. (Another birder complained that no wonder Swanson was so 
good at recognizing bird songs, since the birds sang in Swedish which Swan¬ 
son understood and he didn’t.) 

After a few years in the conventional world Mr. Swanson gave it up to 
follow his own interests. He had a small house in northwestern Omaha and 
spent most of his time studying nature and writing about it. He supported 
himself by giving guitar and mandolin lessons, raising and selling raspber¬ 
ries, and by yard work. When the city crowded in too close he built his pre¬ 
sent home in Bellevue, in the bluffs on the east side of the city, where there 
is slight chance that the city will encroach further on him. He still does some 
yard work to supplement his Social Security pension. But mostly he observes, 
studies, and writes about nature. 
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THE SEVENTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 

The weekend of 12 and 13 May 1973 was a beautiful one - reportedly 
the first nice one this year - at Halsey National Forest, with pleasant, 
sunny days and clear, cool nights. And it was taken full advantage of by 
the seventy-odd people who attended the Seventy-second Annual Meeting at 
the 4-H Camp there. The program and the business session were held in the 
late forenoon and in the afternoon of 12 May to give more time for birding, 
and the time was well employed. The grouse blinds had capacity crowds both 
mornings and all those who wanted to see the Sharp-tailed Grouse perform 
were able to see good shows. The formal program consisted of: 

Platte River Basin Study — Carroll M. Hamon, Lincoln, Chairman of the 

Planning Board, and Study Director 

Galapagos Islands — Doris B. Gates, Chadron 
Wildflowers — Dr. R. C. Lommasson, Lincoln 
Colorado Flicker Controversy — Dr. Neva Pruess, Lincoln 
Alaska — Zee Uridil, Chadron 

At the business meeting Carl H. Swanson, Omaha, was elected an Honorary 
Member, and the following officers were elected: C. W. Huntley, Crete, 
president; Miss Margaret Morton, North Platte, vice-president; Mrs. Clyde 
Johnson, Omaha secretary; Mrs. Sigvald Jensen, Weeping Water, treasurer; 
Dr. Neva Pruess, Lincoln, librarian; and R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha, editor. 
After the dinner that night Dr. Paul A. Johnsgard, Lincoln, gave an illu¬ 
strated talk on Snow Geese. Four paintings by C. G. Pritchard, Lincoln, for 
Dr. Johnsgard’s book ‘‘Grouse and Quails of North America” were on display, 
as were stamps with bird illustrations provided by Dr. Pruess. 

Ninety-nine species w r ere recorded on or close to the Forest (this would 
be increased if any of the unidentified Empidonax species seen had been 
identified as one of the unreported species), and fifteen others (marked *) 
were added by a party that went north to Hackberry Lake on Valentine 
Refuge. (Old names are shown in parenthesis where they differ materially 
from the new names.) Western" and Pied billed" Grebes, Great Blue Heron, 
Canada Goose*, Mallard Gadwall*, Pintail*, American Green-winged* and 
Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler*, Canvasback, Lesser Scaup*, Buffle- 
head*, Turkey Vulture; Red-tailed, Swainson’s, and Marsh Hawks; Prairie 
Falcon, American Kestrel (Sparrow Hawk), Greater Prairie Chicken, Sharp¬ 
tailed Grouse, Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant, Virginia Rail*, American 
Coot*, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Long-billed Curlew*, Upland Sand¬ 
piper (Upland Plover) ; Spotted, Pectoral, Baird’s, and Least Sandpipers; 
Wilson’s Phalarope*; Common* and Black Terns; Rock and Mourning Doves; 
Great Horned and Burrowing Owls; Poor-will, Chimney Swift, Belted King¬ 
fisher, Common Flicker; Red-headed, Hairy, and Downy Woodpeckers; East¬ 
ern and Western Kingbirds, Great Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe; Yel¬ 
low-bellied and Least Flycatchers; Empidonax species, Horned Lark; Tree*, 
Bank, Rough-winged, Barn, and Cliff Swallows; Blue Jay, Black-billed Mag¬ 
pie, Common Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, House 
Wren, Brown Thrasher, American Robin; Swainson’s and Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes; Eastern Bluebird, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Loggerhead Shrike, 
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Starling; Bell’s and Warbling Vireos; Black-and-white, Tennessee, Orange- 
crowned, Yellow, Yellow-rumped (Myrtle), and Blackpoll Warblers; Oven- 
bird, Louisana Waterthrush, Mourning Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 
Yellow-breasted Chat, Wilson’s Warbler, American Redstart, House Spar¬ 
row, Western Meadowlark; Yellow-headed* and Red-winged Blackbirds; 
Orchard and Northern (Baltimore) Orioles; Common Grackle, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, Cardinal; Rose-breasted, Black-headed, Blue, and Evening Gros¬ 
beaks; Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, Rudus-sided Towhee, Lark Bunting; 
Grasshopper, Vesper, Lark, Chipping, Clay-colored, Field, Harris’, White- 
crowned, White-throated, and Lincoln’s Sparrows. 

And an unexpected animal was the porcupine seen near the Dismal River. 

THE YELLOW RAIL IN NEBRASKA 

A Recent Lancaster County Record 

The Yellow Rail (Cournicops noveboracensis) is an extremely shy 
bird, very seldom observed and considered rare throughout its range in 
the United States (Robbins et al., 1966). In Nebraska it is noted to be a 
“rare or generally overlooked migrant” which is “known only from the 
eastern part of the state” (Rapp et al., 1958). The purpose of this paper 
is to document a recent observation of the Yellow Rail in the state and 
to provide a review of past records which have come to be scattered in 
journals, books, and museums not readily accessible to everyone with an in¬ 
terest in learning more about the distribution of birds in their state. Addi¬ 
tionally, it is hoped that such a review will stimulate others to publish 
their observations on this little known species and to search for it in fu¬ 
ture birding trips. 

On 11 June 1972 I discovered a Yellow Rail in southeastern Nebraska, 
(NW U, Section 7, T-7N, R-6E, Lancaster County) about 12 miles south¬ 
west of Lincoln. This area includes a cattail marsh and wet meadow on 
the south end of a small farm impoundment. The very small rail flushed 
only a few feet from me and settled into the vegetation about 25 yards 
away. The white patches of the wings were clearly visible and the buffy 
yellow color of the back was broken with black stripes. I recognized the 
species immediately because of previous experience with Yellow Rails on 
their breeding grounds in North Dakota. I was surprised that the rail had 
flushed because they usually run through the marsh vegetation rather 
than fly over it. I was even more surprised to find a Yellow Rail, especially 
at this late date, because they are not considered to breed in Nebraska. 
Somewhat excited over the prospects of finding a new breeding bird, I 
searched the marsh and surrunding meadow for nearly two hours; without 
finding any evidence of nesting and without seeing the rail again. In a 
return visit to this marsh the following morning I attempted to bring the 
rail into the open to photograph it, using a tape recording of the species 
calls, but without success. Repeated searches for a nest proved to be futile. 

In reviewing the literature for past records of the Yellow Rail in 
Nebraska I found that many of the observations were made in the early 
1900’s and that subsequent reports have been widely separated. Lawrence 
Bruner (1896) discovered the Yellow Rail once in Bellevue (date un¬ 
known) and saw it once prior to 1900 (date unknown) in the Omaha 
market. Bruner et al. (1904) note that a specimen of this species was taken 




Figure 1 Distribution of records for the Yellow Rail in Nebraska. 

Open circles represent single observations and solid black 
circles represent two or more observations. The triangle 
is the new record presented in this paper. 
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at Norfolk (date not given) and was in the collection of L. Sessions of 
Norfolk. John T. Zimmer observed a Yellow Rail at Lincoln on 30 April 
1909 (Zimmer, 1910) and presumably it is this record which is given in 
Bent (1926). H. C. Oberholser observed a single bird of this species in the 
marsh on the north shore of Pelican Lake, Cherry County on 10 June 1915 
and he noted that the lateness of the date indicated that “the species may 
possibly once in awhile remain to breed in sandhill country” (Oberholser and 
McAtee, 1920). Rapp (1951) gives only one record for the period 1925 to 
1950, that of a bird observed in the vicinity of Omaha on 3 May 1927, 
(Mitchell, 1927). It wasn’t until 9 May 1954 that another Yellow Rail was 
observed. It was seen in Brule, Keith County along a small channel of the 
South Platte River which contained a number of beaver dams (Benckeser, 
1955). The next observation of a Yellow Rail came in 1958 from Platte 
County where Mrs. J. R. Armstrong saw a bird on 26 April (NBR 26:55). 
It was observed along the bank of a marshy area on the south side of 
Lake Babcock, about three miles north of Columbus (Mrs. Armstrong, 
pers. comm). To my knowledge there have been no published records of 
the Yellow Rail in Nebraska since 1958, although a bird was discovered 
at Lake Manawa in Iowa (across the state line from Bellevue) on 8 May 
1971 (NBR 39:57). There have been no records for Lancaster County 
since 1909. There are two specimens of the Yellow Rail in the University 
of Nebraska State Museum but only one of these can safely be assumed 
to be a Nebraska bird. It is an adult female collected by John T. Zimmer 
in South Bend, Cass County on 8 May 1909 (ZM # 12604). 

With observations so widely separated it is difficult to determine the 
distribution and status of his rail. It is also difficult to pick out any pat¬ 
tern to its migration when so few records exist. There are records in 
the spring from 26 April to 11 June with two for April, four for May, 
and two for June. Fall migration largely remains a mystery because no 
records can be found for this period. In Kansas they have been recorded 
in early October (Johnston, 1965) and in Iowa they have been recorded 
in August and September (DuMont, 1933). Further elaboration on migra¬ 
tion deserves more observations than are presently available. 

Several other interesting things have come out of this review. The dis¬ 
tribution of records for the Yellow Rail in Nebraska (Fig. I) shows that 
this species can be expected over a greater portion of the state than just 
the eastern part suggsted by Rapp et al. (1958). The record from Brule 
may indicate that this rail should be looked for in such wetland habitats 
as those found in Sheridan, Grant, and Garden Counties, as well as in 
the eastern counties. 

The question also remains as to whether or not the Yellow Rail breeds 
in Nebraska. Although this appears doubtful from looking at its known 
breeding range, which extends southward only as far as North Dakota, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin etc. (A.O.U., 1957), there are now two June records 
for Nebraska. Several observations in surrounding states support the view 
that Nebraska may lie within the breeding range of the Yellow Rail. 
Packard’s record for south central South Dakota may represent a breeding 
bird and the Yellow Rail is considered a summer resident of southeastern 
South Dakota (S.D.O.U., 1956). Bent (op cit) notes that summer oc¬ 
curences in Missouri; Lawrence, Kansas; and Barr Lake, Colorado may 
possibly indicate breeding birds. At the rate which state records for this 
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species are accumulating it may be some time before we learn if the Yel¬ 
low Rail does in fact nest in Nebraska. 

Certainly a shift in concentration of effort by birders to wetland 
habitat types would help us learn more about this elusive little rail. Such 
efforts in spring and autumn would undoubtedly produce enough records 
of this species to at least form a good picture of its migratory patterns 
in the state. 

My thanks to Ray Goldstein for supplying the data on the Yellow Rail 
specimen found in the collection of the University of Nebraska State Museu 
Museum. 
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1972 (FIFTEENTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred and fifty-eight species are shown in this report, com¬ 
pared to 255 in 1971, 262 in 1970, 252 in 1969, and 239 in 1968. Two exotics 
(Monk Parakeets NBR 41:15, and Red-crested Cardinal, see Notes in this 
issue) and two accidentals (Varied Thrush, NBR 41:20, and Boreal Chicka¬ 
dee, see Notes in this issue) are not included in the tabulation. If any of 
the Empidonax sp. had been identified as one not listed the count would 
have been greater. On the other hand, if the changes given in the Thirty- 
second Supplement to The A. O. IJ. Check-list of North American Birds, 
Fifth Edition had been used the count would have been reduced. These 
changes will be used in future Occurrence Reports, but the year 1972 is 
completed on the old basis. 

The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) 
order, with locations of about the same longitude listed with the northernmost 
first (left). Two dates indicate the first and last records during the period. 
In some cases, where the exact dates were not given, only the month is shown 
(or, in a few cases, only the season is designed). The symbols used are: 

Jl, Au, Sp, 0, N. and D for the months. 

S - to indicate a species which arrived before July 1. 

- W to indicate a species which remained after December 31. 

P to indicate a species which is present all the year, although the same 
individuals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers may 
vary greatly between periods. (S - W also indicates much the same thing, but 
is used in cases which are considered special circumstances, rather than a 
normal pattern). 

The reporting locations, contributors, and special comments are: 

Adams, Hastings and Kenesaw, 135 species, Mrs. O. W. Ritchey, reporter, 
Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Mrs. Eldon Percival, David Rose, Robert Spicknell, Elwin 
Turner, Harold Turner, Bernice Welch. A nurse at Good Samaritan Village 
reported to Mrs. A. M. Jones that she saw Woodcocks, and checked with Mrs. 
Jones on the markings. Harold Turner saw a Hermit Thrush in October or 
November - the notation as to the exact diate has been lost. In the latter 
part of October the Robert Marshes observed a flock of fifteen or twenty 
Eastern Bluebirds in their yard in the east part of Hastings but the birds 
didn’t stay long enough for them to notify any Brooking Bird Club members. 
On 10 December Burton Nelson was notified of an unusual bird sitting on the 
railroad track on South Street. He identified it as an immature Black-crowned 
Night Heron. The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker is a rare winter visitor, but one 
male stayed in a yard for some time, enjoying the fruit of a flowering crab 
apple tree. A female came to a suet feeder on two days. A Blue Grosbeak 
nested in the Rose’s yard in the west p&rt of town, but the nest was broken 
up, probably by a cat. Mr. Rose, Federal Wetlands Manager for the area, 
commented that there were a hundred or more Pied-billed Grebes at Harvard 
Marsh in mid-October, largely due to the abundant minnow supply. There 
were more Common Snipe at Harvard Marsh and County Line Marsh this fall 
than in the six years he has been in the state, and more Common Egrets and 
Little Blue Herons this fall. He assumes this was due to the marsh having 
a good supply of water all summer (six feet deep at times) and producing 
many minnows, frogs, and salamanders. This is the first time in three years 
he has not seen Bald Eagles in fall migration. 


—Text continued on page 40 
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0 3 

J1 23 
0 12 

S - 
0 21 

J1 3 

0 20 

Redhead 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 12 

Sp 30 
N 5 

Au 6 

N 11 
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Ring-necked Duck 
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Canvasback 
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N 5 
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Sp 10 
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- 
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0 21 
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" 

- 

- 
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D 9 

N 18 
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Marsh Hawk 

P 

P 

J1 8 
Sp 13 

P 

- 

0 11 
D 16 

P 

Au 26 
D 9 

- 

P 

Osprey 

0 7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 21 

Sp 1 

0 1 

Sp 4 

6 15 

- 
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Rock Dove 
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P 
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P 

P 

P 

P 

Mourning Dove 

S - 

S - 
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S - 

S - 

P 

P 

S - 

S - 


D 11 

0 11 

Sp 15 

0 13 

N 

D 16 



D 22 

N 5 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

S - 

J1 14 

S - 

S - 

_ 

S - 

S - 

J1 1 

S - 

S - 


Au 5 

J1 25 

J1 15 

J1 1 


Au 12 

Au 24 

0 1 

Au 26 

Au 20 

Black-billed Cuckoo 

_ 

_ 

_ 

S - 

_ 
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_ 

Au 12 

S - 

J1 20 





J1 1 




Au 14 

Au 13 

Au 7 

Bam Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

Sp 22 

- 

- 
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Screech Owl 

P 
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J1 

P 

0 12 
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P 

P 

Great Horned Owl 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Burrowing Owl 

S - 

S 

J1 15 

S - 

_ 

s - 

S - 

- 

- 

_ 


Sp 5 



Sp 24 


Sp 10 

0 4 




Barred Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

Long-eared Owl 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

N 19 
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Short-eared Owl 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

N 18 
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Saw-whet Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Whip-poor-will 

_ 
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_ 
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_ 
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_ 
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- 

S - 











Au 31 

Common Nighthawk 
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S - 
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S - 


Sp 22 


Au 

J1 1 
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Sp 18 
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S 

- 
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S - 

_ 
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J1 27 



J1 4 

J1 


0 15 
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Ruby-throated 

Au 13 
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_ 
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Sp 28 

S - 
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Hummingbird 
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Sp 17 Sp 29 

Sp 9 

J1 7 

Broad-tailed 

Au 12 

_ 

_ 
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_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Hummingbird 

Au 15 










Rufous Hummingbird 

Au 15 

J1 31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


Au 17 

Au 9 









Belted Kingfisher 

P 

- 

- 

S - 

J1 

P 

P 

P 

S - 

s - 





0 4 





D 2 

J1 20 

Flicker 

P 

P 

Sp 17 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 




Sp 27 








Red-bellied Woodpecker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

S - 

Sp 7 

S 

S - 

J1 

s - 

S - 

S - 

S - 

S - 


Sp 5 

Sp 16 


Sp 1 


Au 12 

0 15 Sp 21 
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Eastern Kingbird 
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S 
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S 

- 

S 
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- 
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Au 

29 

Au 24 


Sp 11 
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Sp 

13 

Sp 

16 

Sp 

3 

Western Kingbird 
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S 
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S - 

J1 
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S 

_ 

S 

_ 

S 

_ 
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Sp 5 

Au 

29 
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Au 7 
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Sp 

7 

Au 
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Cassin’s Kingbird 

Au 22 

- 
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- 

- 

- 
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Great Crested Flycatche 

r - 

Sp 5 

- 


_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

s 

_ 

S 

_ 

S 

_ 



Sp 6 







J1 

22 

Sp 

5 

Sp 

10 

Eastern Phoebe 

Au 25 

_ 

_ 


_ 

_ 

S - 

_ 

s 
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S 

_ 








Au 6 


J1 

16 

0 

15 

Sp 

15 

Say’s Phoebe 

s - 

_ 

_ 


_ 
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_ 

_ 








Sp 8 














Acadian Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

_ 

_ 

J1 

29 














Sp 

13 





Least Flycatcher 



- 



J1 

- 

- 







Empidonax sp. 

- 

Au 3 

- 


- 

J1 

- 

- 

Sp 

30 

s 

- 





Sp 21 









Sp 

24 



Eastern Wood Pewee 


_ 

_ 


_ 

_ 

S - 

_ 

s 

_ 

s 

_ 

S 

_ 








Au 8 


Sp 

23 

Sp 

9 

Sp 

5 

Western Wood Pewee 

S - 

_ 

_ 


_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 








Sp 13 














Olive-sided Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 



Sp 

5 














Sp 

24 



Homed Lark 

P 

P 

P 


P 

P 

P 

P 

N 

5 

I 


p 


Tree Swallow 

_ 

_ 

_ 
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- 

Au 5 

_ 



s 

_ 

J1 

31 












J1 

4 



Bank Swallow 

_ 

_ 

_ 


_ 

_ 

S - 

_ 



s 

_ 

Au 

5 








Au 5 




Sp 

16 

Au 

14 

Rough-winged Swallow 

- 

- 

- 


- 

J1 

- 

s - 

s 

- 

s 

- 

Au 

3 









Sp 17 

Sp 

23 

Sp 

2 

Au 

16 

Barn Swallow 

s - 

S - 

S 

_ 

S - 

J1 
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s 

_ 

s 

_ 

S 

_ 


Sp 24 

Sp 27 

Sp 

23 

Sp 23 


Au 5 
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0 
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0 

23 

0 

5 

Cliff Swallow 
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_ 

Sp 

17 
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_ 
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_ 

s 

_ 

Au 

3 

S 

_ 
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J1 29 


Au 10 


J1 
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Sp 
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Sp 

4 

Purple Martin 
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_ 
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s 
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S 
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Au 1 
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Au 
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Sp 
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16 
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P 

P 

Sp 
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P 


p 
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Sp 29 D 13 
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P 

P 
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D 11 
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_ 
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Tufted Titmouse 

_ 
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_ 

J1 16 

P 
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White-breasted Nuthatch 

N 

_ 
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_ 

J1 

P 

P 

P 

P 

P 
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N 






Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Au 12 

0 9 

Sp 18 
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_ 

J1 5 
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Sp 2 

N 29 

_ 


- W 
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Sp 29 



- w 
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Brown Creeper 

N 
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N 
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0 24 
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Custer, Merna, 71 species, Mrs. Eva Mae Kieborg, reporter. 

Douglas-Sarpy, Omaha, and Bellevue 165 species. Carl H. Swanson, Loren 
and Barbara Padelford, R. G. Cortelyou, reporters, Mrs. E. 0. Goodson, Ruth 
Green, Clyde Johnson, M. J. Kochel, Mrs. Leonard Nelson, Melba Wigg. About 
24 September Gary Garabrandt, a ranger for the Fontenelle Forest Nature 
Center, heard calls in the Forest that he thought were a Saw-whet Owl calls. 
Kenneth Seger said that some time in the fall (time now forgotten) a Saw- 
whet Owl flew in the Martin Luther King School building, where he was work¬ 
ing on the construction, and was there most of the day, and let him get fairly 
close. On 6 August a Canada Goose was seen near the bathing beach of Lake 
Manawa (Iowa) State Park. It allowed a fairly close approach. A park em¬ 
ployee said he had not seen it there before. It was not included in the report 
because its actions didn’t seem to be those of a wild bird. On 13 November 
the Omaha area had a traffic-snarling snow storm, and on Saturday 18 
November the snow cover was still about the same, with trees and bushes 
badly bent over under its weight. So R. G. Cortelyou was surprised to see 
a thrush (which he took for a Swainson’s Thrush) in Child’s Hollow in 
Fontenelle Forest and an Eastern Phoebe at Lake Manawa. A Shrike sp. 
was seen 9 December, but was not positively identified as to species because 
the view was of the back. A Varied Thrush, seen in November, is not in¬ 
cluded in this report (NBR 41:20). A male Yellow-headed Blackbird was 
present daily at a home feeder from 4 to 20 December, and Rufous¬ 
sided Towhees were also reported at feeders in November and Decem¬ 
ber. Melba Wigg saw a late Great Crested Flycatcher 10 October, near 99th 
and Papio Creek. The early sighting of the Brown Creeper was mado by 
the Padelfords, Teta Kain, Jim Delahant, and Graham Chisholm in Mill 
Hollow in Fontenelle Forest. The Summer Tanager was seen by the Padel¬ 
fords in Mandan Park (a mile or two north and west of the Forest) in the 
late afternoon. The plumage was dull red, the tail was dull red, and the 
wing was brownish-red. The Clark’s Nutcracker was seen once by Mrs. Fern 
B. Persons at her home at 5014 Cass. 

Hall, Grand Island, 77 species. Bill Schleicher, reporter. 
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Lancaster, Lincoln 170 species. Dr. Esther V. Bennett, Mrs. Shirley 
Doole, Loren and Babs Padelford (Bellevue), reporters, Bill Anderson, Jim 
Commers, Mr. and Mrs. John Ott, Mr. and Mrs. F. Diggs. On 5 November 
the Padelfords and Evelyn Conrad were watching Buffelheads on Branched 
Oak Lake when a female White-winged Scoter flew into their view. It stayed 
on the water about ten minutes and then flew away. They all noted the 
very prominent white wing patches on the secondaries and the two white 
head spots. The Snowy Plover was commented on in NBR 41:19. The late 
date for Rufous-sided Towhee was due to feeder patrons. 

Lincoln, Hershey, 70 species. Mrs. M. A. Cox reporter. 

McPherson, Tryon, 87 species. Mrs. Qona Bassett reporter, Mrs. Bassett 
left the ranch for the winter about the first of October so this report is not 
for a full half-year. She saw the Prairie Warbler close up four times during 
the day, and is sure of the identification because she has seen it a number 
of times in Florida. 

Nemaha, Auburn and Peru, 80 species. Mrs. B. F. Mowery, reporter, Ida 
May Heywood, Dr. and Mrs. E. W. Peck. 

Perkins, Grant, 81 species. Mrs. Jerry Sejkora, reporter, Don Sejkora. 
This is the first time they have seen the Gray-crowned Rosy Finch there. 
They checked several bird books to be sure of the identification. Their Tow- 
hees are almost always of the western race, but they had one male of the 
eastern race 23 September, the first time they have seen one there. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff, 125 species. Mrs. Roy J. Witschy, reporter, 
Mrs. Palmer C. Allen, Mrs. M. A. Banghart, Mrs. J. J. Brasher, Mrs. Wall¬ 
ace L. Marking. The Cinnamon Teal was seen well by Mrs. Banghart and 
Lydia Bolz; the Eastern Phoebe was seen by Mrs. Brasher at her home. The 
Witschys saw two hundred Gray-crowned Rosy Finches in one afternoon’s 
drive, and they were reported by several people. The White-winged Junco 
was in Mrs. Allen’s yard several times. The Broad-tailed and Rufous Hum¬ 
mingbirds were observed by Mrs. Banghart and Mrs. Brashear. Mrs. 
Brashear saw the Brewer’ Sparrow. 

DeSoto Bend National Wildlife Refuge, Washington County, Nebraska, 
and Harrison and Pottawattamie Counties, Iowa. 22 species. Loren and 
Babs Padelford, Bellevue. Tabulated separately because it covers only two 
visits, about three months apart, and so is not an adequate presentation of 
the possibilities of the area. 
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NOTES 

CATTLE EGRET. On 1 October 1972, while driving east from Hastings 
to Harvard on the road north of the Harvard Lagoon, my husband and I 
saw a white bird in a pasture with some cattle, fifty or sixty yards away. Be¬ 
cause we had seen Cattle Egrets several times in the South I thought at once 
that it must be one. We drove back to get a better look and noted its yellow 
beak and the shape of its head. We decided there was no doubt that was a 
Cattle Egret. 

— Ellen R. Ritchey, Hastings 

BALD EAGLE COUNT. On 17 February 1973 the Big Bend Audu¬ 
bon Society made a count of Bald Eagles. The area surveyed was the Platte 
River from Kearney to Lexington, including Johnson Lake, with stops at 
all bridges across the river. The westbound trip was on the south side of 
the river, and the return was on Interstate 80 on the north aside. 22° to 
24° F., wind S to SW at 15 to 20 mph, river open, some old snow. 24 
observers, in two parties in separate areas for part of the trip. 8 AM to 
5:30 PM. These two parties saw 70 Bald Eagles, 56 mature and 14 im¬ 
mature. A third party, of two, surveyed Harlan County Reservoir from 
Alma to the dam from 9:45 AM to 12:30 only, and counted 56 mature, 19 
immature, and 11 undistinguished, to give a total count for the day of 156, 
112 mature, 33 immature, and 11 undistinguished. The main party also 
counted counted 460 Canada Geese, 300 White-fronted Geese, 360 Mallards, 
450 Mergansers (presumably Common, but not specified), 4 Marsh Hawks, 
1 Red-tailed Hawk, 3 Swainson’s Hawks, 10 Sparrow Hawks, 15 Bobwhites, 
5 Ring-necked Pheasants, 1 Great Horned Owl, 1 Belted Kingfisher, 1 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 2 Red-bellied Woodpeckers, 12 Downy Woodpeckers, 
200 Horned Larks,, 17 Black-billed Magpies, 4 Common Crows, 2 Ring¬ 
billed Gulls, 1 Turkey Vulture, 8 Black-capped Chickadees, 1 Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, 2 Brown Creepers, 16 Robins, 1 Townsend’s Solitaire, 1 Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet, 2 Northern Shrikes, 40 Starlings, 11 Western Meadow¬ 
larks, 24 Cardinals, 52 American Goldfinches, 20 Slate-colored Juncos, 11 
Oregon Juncos, 50 Tree Sparrows, and 11 Harris’ Sparrows. Participants 
were Tim Adams, Dr. John C. W. Bliese and his Ornithology class of 10 
from Kearney State College, George W. Brown (compiler), Erwin and 
Jack Epstein, Tom Green, Mr. and Mrs. Pete Hansen, Jim Hurt, Stanley 
Longfellow, Joe McFadden, Art Pierce, Norma Radford, Scott Schroder. 
(This apparently is the trip written up in the 15 April 1973 Magazine of 
the Midlands of the Omaha World-Herald. —Ed.) 

PRAIRIE FALCONS. My first record this season was 20 November 1972, 
when I saw the Prairie Falcons. Then I saw one each on 21 November and 
30 November. I didn’t see any in December, while last year that was the 
month I saw the most. Possibly it was because I was so busy picking corn 
that I wasn’t able to look for them. Anyway, I saw the next one 1 January 
1973. Then I saw one on 10 January and on 15 January, three on 25 January, 
and one on 28 January and 31 January. I saw one each day on 10, 13, 17, and 
18 February and two on 21 February. Then I saw one more on 23 March, 
long after I thought they had all gone. This seems to be a wintering area for 
them. 


-—Lee Morris, Benedict 
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SCREECH OWL. The morning 1 of 18 October 1972, while having my 
breakfast, I saw some movement in the apple tree. Because of the heavy 
foliage I couldn’t tell what it was. I took my glasses and went outside and 
was able to approach to within eight to ten feet of the scene. It was a 
Screech Owl eating something. (When the owl bent to eat I took a step 
forward). I watched for quite a while and could see the claws of a bird 
clamped on the branch. I went out later and found the remains of a 
Mourning Do\e. The Owl had eaten the breast, beyond the wishbone. 

— Mrs. Earle Lionberger, Superior 

SAW-WHET OWL. Rosalind Morris and Hazel Scheiber saw a Saw-whet 
Owl in a deciduous thicket in Saunders County during the last three weeks of 
December, 1972. — Dr. Esther V. Bennett, Lincoln 

CLARK’S NUTCRACKER. On 30 October 1972, at about 2 PM, I saw 
a Clark’s Nutcracker here on the Wayne State campus. The bird was either 
singularly tame or in a weekened condition, for I was able to capture it 
easily with a butterfly net. The bird was placed in the custody of Mr. Jewell 
Schock, a vertebrate zoology teacher, who has the necessary permits to 
collect avian species. The bird died 4 November, apparently from heat 
prostration when the thermostat in our building failed and the temperature 
of the floor on which the cage was located went well above 90° F. Mr. 
Wayne Mollhoff, who has a collector’s permit, prepared a study skin of the 
bird for the Wayne State College collection of avian species. 

—Russell L. Rasmussen, Wayne 

(In view of the statement that the bird seemed tame or weak it is 
interesting .to note that the March 1973 Kansas Ornithological Society Bulle¬ 
tin 24:8 reports that three Clark’s Nutcrackers seen in Topeka 31 October 
1972 allowed the observer to come within four feet of them before they 
would fly ahead a few feet. They were observed closely for bands or abnormal 
feather wear, for evidence that they might have been captive birds, but no 
such evidence was noted. —Ed.) 

CLARK’S NUTCRACKER. Mrs. H. B. Koop of Louisville reported a 
Clark’s Nutcracker remained around her yard for about one week the first 
week in November, 1972. —Barbara Padelford, Bellevue 

BOREAL CHICKADEE. A Chickadee, apparently a Boreal Chickadee 
(Par us hudsonicus ), was observed 1 at least twice a week over a long period 
of time at the Chet Agar Nature Center, Lincoln starting 16 December 
1972. Almost all of the sixteen members of the Audubon Nature Club who 
were here 21 January saw it at the feeder. The head color was dark chest¬ 
nut brown, with black above the bill. Dave Cochran took pictures of it, but 
they didn’t turn out. — Dr. Esther V. Bennett, Lincoln 

RED-CRESTED CARDINAL. A Red-crested Cardinal (Paroaria 
cristata, according to Peterson, but P. cuculata by another reference, and 
Parouria coronata by de Schauensee’s A Guide to the Birds of South Ameri¬ 
ca) was seen at a feeder on Normal Boulevard from September, 1972, 
through February, and then in March at 35th and L, and on April 30 on 
Touzalin. The Zoo says they lost one last fall, so that apparently is the one 
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that was seen. The bird is illustrated in Peterson’s A Field Guide to Western 
Birds , opposite page 311 of the Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. It 
is a native of Brazil and Argentina. 

— Dr. Esther V. Bennett, Lincoln 

WESTERN TANAGER AND CHIPMUNK AT HUMMINGBIRD 
FEEDER. I have been visiting the past week (August 1972) eight miles 
north of Lyons, Colorado, on the north road to Estes Park. While we watched 
hummingbirds at the feeders we also witnessed two uninvited and most un¬ 
likely free-loaders. 

First we saw a chipmunk (not the Golden-mantled Squirrel) investigat¬ 
ing a feeder. Unsuccessful the first few times, it finally clung to the tree 
trunk and, grasping the feeder tube in both front paws, brought it to its 
mouth and drank freely from it as though from a baby bottle. 

Our hosts had not seen this happen before but, even more surprising, 
they reported a Western Tanager was a regular feeder. The feeders 
were the ordinary single-tube type. They were filled with sugar and water, 
tinted red, not a commercial mixture. We watched the male and female 
Tanager come to the feeders but only the male fed. He would fly straight 
up to the feeder hanging out in space, probe the tube and “fall” backward, 
getting about one drop. The second feeder was near the tree trunk and by 
leaning outwards the bird could obtain much more of the nectar, usually 
spilling quite a little each time. Our hosts told us the Tanager had numerous 
failures before finally succeeding in the un-tanager-like feeding. 

I am curious to know if other have seen tanagers or other birds than 
hummingbirds feeding in this manner. 


—Kathleen Mastln, Kearney 
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1973 (FORTY-EIGHTH) SPRING MIGRATION 
AND OCCURRENCE REPORT 

This report lists 272 species reported from twelve localities. It does 
not include Whooping Cranes, observed in Blaine (May 3 ) and Franklin 
(April 11) counties by Ross Lock and the observations confirmed by Game 
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and Parks Commission biologists, nor does it include a Red-crested Cardinal 
(NRB 41:43) seen through 30 April in Lancaster County, nor an unusual 
bird more fully discussed under Lincoln County. Hall County reported its 
Swan as a Trumpeter, Clay County merely as “Swan sp.”. In the unlikely 
event that the later had been a Whistling Swan, or had any of the birds 
reported merely as Empidonax sp. been identified as a Yellow-bellied Fly¬ 
catcher the count would have been increased. The listing in this tabulation 
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incorporates the recent changes in classification and nomenclature and it 
is hoped that the parenthetical explanations are sufficient to make the 
changes clear. The splitting of the Traill’s Flycatcher makes it difficult 
to present a comparison with previous reports because there is no way to split 
them in previous reports. On the assumption that both forms were observed 
the comparative count for 1972 is 274 from ten localities, 267 in 1971 from 
eleven localities, and 268 in 1970 from eleven localities. 
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The symbols used in the tabulation are: 

Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My, and Je for the months 
W - to indicate a species which was present before January 1 
- S to indicate a species which remained after June 30 
x when no exact date in the month was given 
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P to indicate a species which is present all year, although the same in¬ 
dividual birds may not be present during the whole year, and the number of 
birds present may vary greatly during the year. (W - S indicates much the 
same thing, but is used in cases which are considered special circumstances 
rather than the normal pattern.) 

s and b in the Dawes County column to indicate observations made in 
Sheridan and Box Butte Counties, respectively. 
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Two dates indicate the first and last record for the area. The informa- 
tion is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, with areas 
of about the same longitude presented in a north to south order. The names 
of the reporters (and of the observers, where known) and any special com¬ 
ments are given below in alphabetical order by counties. The number of species 
for each report is shown in parenthesis. In making this count “Empidonax 
sp.” is not counted if a specific species is also listed. 
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Adams (136), Hastings; Mrs. 0. W. Ritchey (reporter), Brookings Bird 
Club members including- Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Mrs. Clifford Kennedy, Miss Vera 
Maunder, Burton Nelson, Mrs. Eldon Percival, David Rose, Miss Bernice 
Welch, and Mrs. Ronald Whitaker. A bird that may have been a Glaucous 
Gull was seen among a flock of Franklin's Gulls. The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
was present in December but disappeared, and returned about the middle of 



•e 

*3 

rQ 

u 

$ 


o 

5Z 


E 


0) 

H 

Pi 

O 


I 


O 

u 

w 


o 


PI 

0) 

H 

O 


o 

p 


E 

H 







Nebraska Bird Review 


53 


January for a few days. The exact dates were not recorded. Warblers were 
unusually plentiful and stayed longer than usual, probably because of many 
little worms in the trees. 

Clay (75); David G. Rose, Hastings (reporter), Ross Lock, Lincoln. Mr. 
Rose is Federal Wetlands Manager for this area, and presumably the observa¬ 
tions were made primarily on or near such wetlands. There was an abundance 
of water in the marshes this spring. 
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Dawes (128), Chadron; Doris Gates and, beginning in June and in¬ 
cluding Sheridan and Box Butte Counties, Richard and Dorothy Rosche, Craw¬ 
ford (reporters), Ross Lock. A Mourning Dove spent the winter at a neigh¬ 
bor’s. Miss Gates doesn’t remember seeing a Wilson’s Warbler in the spring 
before. 
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Douglas-Sarpy (190), Omaha and Bellevue; Mrs. S. A. Perkins, R. G. 
Cortelyou, Teta Kain, Carl H. Swanson (reporters), Mrs. R. F. Ferguson, 
W. A. Fiske, Gary Garabrandt, Mrs. E. 0. Goodson, Mrs. Ruth Green, Nor¬ 
man Kopecky, Glenn LeDioyt, Mrs. Margaret Paul, Mrs. Melba Wigg. The 
Snowy Egret was seen by Dr. Gray Hergenrader, Lincoln, when he was 
looking over proposed dam sites on Papio Creek. He and a companion had 
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binoculars and a field guide and checked it out. He particularly remembered 
checking* the feet. He did not remember the exact date. A Brown Creeper 
seen in June will be commented upon in the Notes. The Yellow Rail was seen 
by Father Hoffman in early May. He is now in Italy, and no one else made 
a note of the date. Both a male and a female Summer Tanager were ob¬ 
served by several people at the old Camp Kanota area in Fontenelle Forest. 

Hall and Howard (97), Grand Island; Bill Schleicher (reporter). 
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Keith (42), Mrs. Jerry Sejkora, Grant (reporter), Don Sejkora. These 
records are the results of four visits to Lake McConaughy: January 14, 
February 18, April 29, and June 17. More frequent visits undoubtedly would 
have provided earlier first and later last dates, and picked up more species, 
and coverage of more of the county would undoubtedly have added species, too. 
The Chestnut-sided Warbler was singing in a canyon on the south side of 
Lake Ogallala which has a small running stream and mixed trees and shrubs. 
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It was studied carefully to be sure of the identification. The Common Loons 
were seen at several locations on Lake McConaughy and on Lake Ogallala, 
where most of them were seen. This is the first time they have seen them 
on the lakes. 

Lancaster (166), Lincoln; Dr. Esther Bennett, Shirley Doole, Dr. Rosa¬ 
lind Morris for Audubon Naturalists Club Field Day (reporters). An indi¬ 
vidual early Brown Thrasher was seen in Doole’s yard January 18. 
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Lincoln (123), Hershey; Mrs. M. A. Cox (reporter), Ross Lock. Mrs. 
Cox’s account of the unusual bird is: “On 13 May I was driving slowly west 
along the flooded South Platte, in Lincoln County. I saw a fairly large white 
bird flying toward me. At first I thought it was a gull, but as it came nearer 
I decided it must be a tern, and then I saw it was neither. It was flying 
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either. It didn’t have the black cap or the forked tail of a tern, and was slim¬ 
mer than a gull. As it skimmed past, perhaps 45 feet away and not more 
than 30 feet above the river, I could see clearly the heavy yellow bill, black 
markings on the wings and back, blackish wing tips on top of the wings, a 
short black eye line back of the eye, and long, streaming, white tail feathers. 
The day was bright and clear and the sun was at my back, so I got a very 
good look at it. In about five minutes I reached home and got out my bird 
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books and studied every long-tailed bird I could find. The descriptions and 
pictures tallied with White-tailed Tropicbird (Yellow-billed in Peterson). Only 
the location was wrong. The books used were Robbins, Peterson, Pearson, 
Pough, Gillard’s Birds of the World, and others. Peterson says Oldsquaws 
have been confused with them, but this one didn’t have a dark band on the 
breast or black tail feathers. The next day at approximately the same time 
and in the same area I saw another bird of the same description, but this one 
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was farther away and I didn’t get as good a look at it. Both birds were fly 
ing down river above the flood.” 

In response to a question about definite figures for the size Mrs. Cox 
added: “It seemed to be about the size of a Franklin’s Gull, but the long tail 
feathers made it much longer. The tail was very slim, and if the sun hadn’t 
been shining so bright I could have easily missed seeing it.” 
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Obviously, a Tropicbird is very unlikely in Nebraska, but so is a Euro¬ 
pean Common Clrane, which was seen in the area last year (NBR 40:3). The 
problem is: what else could it be? The Editor will welcome comments (5109 
Underwood Avenue, Omaha, Nebraska, 68132). Mrs. Cox’s address is Box 7, 
Hershey, Nebraska 69143. 

McPherson (71), Tryon; Mrs. Oona Bassett (reporter). These observa¬ 
tions begin May 23, when Mrs. Bassett returned to the ranch. 
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Perkins (87), Grant; Mrs. Jerry Sejkora (reporter), Don Sejkora. Ten 
Red Crossbills were seen 4 February along the road just south of Grant 
feeding on sunflower seeds. This is their first record of Red Crossbills for 
the area. 

Scotts Bluff (138), Scottsbluff; Mrs. Roy Witschy (reporter), Mrs. 
Palmer C. Allen, Mrs. M. A. Banghart, Mrs. J. J. Brasher, Mrs. LeRoy 
Kenitz, Mrs. Alvin Vance. 
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Sioux (120), Mitchell; Mrs. David Hughson (reporter). The Hughsons 
left on vacation in the last half of June, but Richard and Dorothy Rosche of 
Crawford provided several records for June, particularly the Dark-eyed 
(White-winged) Juncoes seen in June in Smiley Canyon. 

Mr. Ross Lock, Lincoln, supplied some observations at scattered locali¬ 
ties. Two which did not fit into the counties listed in the tabulation and 
which were not reported commonly were Broadwinged Hawk, Nemaha County 
April 30 and Ferruginous Hawk, Cheyenne County January 9. 
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EUTROPHICATION FIELD TRIP 

Dr. Gary Hergenrader, zoologist, University of Nebraska at Lincoln, 
led a field trip on lake eutrophication 4 August 1973. The trip started at 
Stagecoach Lake, near Hickman in the Salt Valley south of Lincoln, in 
which eutrophication is proceeding more rapidly than in the essentially simi¬ 
lar nearby Wagon Train Lake, which was visited next. A water sample 
from Stagecoach Lake showed a lot of algae, while a similar sample from 
Wagon Train showed no noticeable algae. Likewise, similar samples showed 
a higher concentration of plankton in Stagecoach. One of the reasons for the 
difference is the higher turbidity of Wagon Train, due to its north-south 
orientation which makes it more subject to wind action. About half of the 
approximately twenty who attended the demonstration stayed on after¬ 
wards and birded, mostly around Wagon Tiain, and after lunch about half 
of that reduced group continued birding, primarily around Olive Creek Lake, 
near Kramer. 

Forty species were recorded during the day: Double-crested Cormorant, 
Great Blue Heron, Blue-winged Teal, Wood Duck, Red-tailed Hawk, Ameri¬ 
can Kestrel (Sparrow Hawk), Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant, Killdeer, 
Black Tern; Rock and Mourning Doves; Belted Kingfisher, Common Flick¬ 
er, Red-headed Woodpecker; Eastern and Western Kingbirds; Barn Swallow, 
Blue Jay, House Wren, Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, Robin, Loggerhead 
Shrike, Starling, Warbling Vireo, Yellowthroat, House Sparrow; Eastern 
and Western Meadowlarks; Yellow-headed and Red-winged Blackbirds; 
Brown-headed Cowbird, Cardinal, Blue Grosbeak, Dickcissel, American Goldr 
finch; Grasshopper, Field, and Song Sparrows. 

NOTES 

CATTLE EGRET. News! We have a pair of Cattle Egrets according to 
Zim’s Birds of North America. The neighborhood is trying to persuade our 
newcomers to remain as summer residents. (May 8, 1973). 

—Ida May Heywood, Peru 

There were two Cattle Egrets with my cattle in the same pasture and 
basin area where I have them most every year. The first date I saw them 
was 4 June 1973 and they stayed around for four or five days. More than 
once they were sitting on the brace post of the fence right beside the road by 
the cattle and I stopped directly in front of them, not more than fifteen or 
twenty feet away at the most, and they didn’t fly. I hoped that they would 
nest but I haven’t seen them now for about a week. 

—Lee Morris, Benedict 

WHITE-FACED IBIS. I saw a White-faced Ibis on 7 May 1973. It was 
very close to the road in a large basin, but that was the only time I saw it. 

— L&e Morris, Benedict 

WETLAND BIRDS IN YORK COUNTY. Our ponds are really full this 
year, so we have lots of ducks nesting here right on our place. I have found 
several Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, and Pintail nests. Green-winged Teal are 
still (17 June 1973) here so they must be nesting, too. Lots of Gadwalls, Coots, 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds, rails, and bitterns also. I saw one Least Bittern 
real close two times lately so I supposed they could be nesting here too. It may 
not have been the same bird I saw both times, but it was in the same basin. 

—Lee Morris, Benedict 
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EAGLES. During 1 the last weeks of February 1973 we observed a Golden 
Eag-le. We live in Beaver Valley, a valley twelve miles north of Hay Springs 
in the Pine Ridge area of Nebraska. This observation was made early in 
the morning, within viewing distance from the windows of our home. The 
large bird appeared to be feeding on something when we first saw it so my 
husband left the house to observe more clossely. We have a small flock of 
sheep and this was at lambing time. A lamb had died and lay outside of the 
barn. The Eagle had carried this lamb a short distance and was enjoying his 
feast. A closer look revealed a huge bird with a dark brown body plumage 
with some white wing patches and a white tail band, signifying’ it to be an 
immature bird. 

Only a short time before we saw this Golden Eagle I saw the most 
beautiful sight a few miles south of where we live — a Bald Eagle soaring so 
peacefully in a clear blue sky with the rocky peaks and pine trees of this 
area to complete the picture. This was truly a sight that I will never forget. 

—Hermie (Mrs. Elmer ) Cilek, Hay Springs 

BELTED KINGFISHER. On 4 January 1973 I saw a Belted Kingfisher 
(Megaceryle alcyon) six miles north west of Wayne, along a small creek that 
was completely frozen over. The time was 2 PM, 8° F., wind 10 to 15 mph 
out of the northwest. The bird flew away to the south and was not seen 
again in the area. The only open water was in one or two small seep springs 
three to four feet across and one to two inches deep. I can’t understand what 
kept it alive. Earlier, on 22 November 1972, I collected a road-killed King¬ 
fisher about fifteen miles north east of Wayne, but there was still a lot of 
open water at that time. This bird was prepared and added to the Wayne 
State College skin collection. 

—Wayne J. Mollhoff, Wayne 

LATE BROWN CREEPERS. Ruth Green and I saw two Brown Creep¬ 
ers ( Certhia fa miliar is) on a dead elm tree at Camp Logan Fontenelle, 
Forest Nature Center, Bellevue, Nebraska, 7 June 1973. The birds appeared 
to be in good condition and we were able to approach within twenty feet of 
the birds without disturbing them. I checked the area several times for pos¬ 
sible nesting attempts but could not find the birds again. Brown Creepers 
usually leave this area by the first- of May at the latest. 

—Norman E. Kopecky, Bellevue 

HYBRID GROSBEAK. The Everett Grosses, of Crete, found a bird 
which sang like and looked like a Rose-breasted Grosbeak, except that in- 
sted of red on the breast it had yellow. They told C. W. Huntley about it, 
and he found it a day or two later. Presumably the yellow instead of rose 
on the breast was due to a cross with Black-headed Grosbeak. The bird was 
near Sprague, in Lancaster County. 

PAINTED BUNTING. While on a return trip from Arizona to Minne¬ 
sota on 4 June 1973 I observed an adult male Painted Bunting near Gothen¬ 
burg along Interstate Highway 80. I am not sure of the exact location of the 
observation but it was approximately ten miles west of Gothenburg which 
would mean the observation was made in Lincoln County. The bird flew from 
right to left in front of the car. I noticed the bird coming from the right, ob¬ 
viously a small dark bird and I thought Indigo Bunting immediately, but as 
the bird passed to the left the light bluish head and patterned combination of 
red, yellow, and blue on the body became obvious. I know this type of observa¬ 
tion from a moving car is hypothetical but I am certain of my observation. A 
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number of Painted Buntings were seen under somewhat similar circumstances 
earlier on our trip when we were in south Texas. 

—Robert B. Janssen , Editor, 

Minnesota Ornithologist’s Union 

FOX SPARROWS. A pair of very dark Fox Sparrows spent at least 
the months of January and February 1973 at the Dick Baier farm, six miles 
northwest of Wayne. The Baiers thought that they must be Fox Sparrows, 
and I agreed. Later Mr. Harland Pankratz, Associate Professor of Biology 
at Wayne State College, also identified them as Fox Sparrows. We thought 
their presence surprising. 

—Wayne J. Mollhoff, Wayne 

BOOK REVIEW 

FAMILIAR BIRDS OF NORTHWEST FORESTS, FIELDS, AND 
GARDENS. David B. Marshall. Paintings by R. Bruce Horsfall and Zella 
M. Schultz, color photographs by the author. Portland Audubon Society, 
Portland, Oregon 1973, 84 pages, $2.50. 

This 4 V 2 x IV 2 paperback shows 133 birds in color and gives comments 
on them and on some birds not illustrated, gives instructions on attract¬ 
ing birds, and tips for good birding. It is restricted mostly to common 
non-sea birds of lower altitudes of the northwest coastal area, so that the 
book could be produced at a moderate cost and would not show so many 
species that it would confuse the beginners and casual birders. It seems to 
accomplish this objective very well, but more avid birders will still want 
to use one of the recognized field guides which point out the distinguishing 
marks to look for. -Ed. 
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RECENT MAMMALS OF CRESCENT LAKE NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE, GARDEN COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the unique ecosystems of North America is the sandhill region 
of about 21,000 square miles in western Nebraska. The sandhills became 
ranching country in the 1880’s. Numerous small, shallow lakes occur, 
especially in the western part of the sandhills. Because the underground 
water is very near the surface the larger lakes contain some water even 
during drought. 

The declining number of waterfowl became a national concern in the 
1920’s and steps were taken to establish refuges in the sandhills. Crescent 
Lake Refuge was established in 1931. Since that time its size has been in¬ 
creased to 72 square miles. Paradoxically Crescent Lake is not included in 
the refuge area. 

The sandhills are within what is broadly called the mixed grass prairie, 
where the tallgrasses of the eastern tallgrass prairie give way to the mid¬ 
grasses which grow from two to four feet high (Burzlaff, 1962; Weaver, 
1954). Important tallgrasses common to the area include sandhills muhly 
(.Muhlenbergia pungent ;), switchgrass (Panicum virgatum), and sand blue- 
stem (Andropogon hallii). Little bluestem (Andropogon scoparius ), needle- 
and-thread (Stipa comata ), western wheat grass (Agropyron smithii), prairie 
sandreed (Calamovilfa longifolia ), sand dropseed (Sporobolus cryptandrus) 
and prairie Junegrass (Koeleria cidstata) are the chief midgrasses. Many of 
the midgrasses are bunchformers and do not form the deep root-tangled sod 
of the eastern prairie. Little bluestsem, needle-and-thread, and sand dropseed 
form bunches. Buffalo grass (Bnchloe dmtyloid.es) and blue grama ( Boute- 
Iona gracilis) are short grasses which occur in the mixed grass prairie. 

There are a variety of forbs (herbaceous plants other than grasses). 
These include threadleaf sage (Carex filifolia), spiderwort (Tradescantia 
bracteata), silverleaf psoralea (Psoralea argophylla), prairie phlox (Phlox 
pilosa), pentstemons of several species, most showy of which is the shelleaf 
pentstemon (Pentstemon grandiflorus), several species of gayfeather (Ldatris 
sp.), perennial ragweed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia ), sagebrush (Artemisia 
hidoviciana ), prickly pear cactus (Opuntia cmnpressa), and many composities, 
some of which are stiff sunflowers (Helianthus late floras), heath aster (Aster 
ericoides ), Missouri goldenrod (Solidago missouriensis), stiff goldenrod 
(Solidago rigida), and upright prairie coneflower (Ratibida columnifera). 

Of the shrubs, yucca (Yucca glauca) is the most conspicious and charac¬ 
teristic, while leadplant (Amorpha canescens) is a close second. Another con¬ 
spicuous shrub of the prairie is the snowberry (Symphoricarpos sp.), which 
grows sometimes in fair-sized patches. Roses of several species, but most com¬ 
monly, Rosa arkansana , are widespread, as is New Jersey tea (Ceanothus 
americayius ). Tickets of wild plum (Prunus americana) and chokecherry 
(Primus virghiiana), with an understory of black raspberry (Rubus occi¬ 
dentalis) occur in the lower or wetter areas. 

Trees are few and far between, except for the plantings around the 
headquarters buildings. In the wetter places several species of willows (espe¬ 
cially Salix interior and 8, amygdaloides) occur. Cottonwood (Populus del- 
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toides), hackberry (Celtis occidentails) , and boxelder ( Acer negundo ) are 
the species of trees which occur most frequently. 

The mean annual precipitation for the mixed grass prairie ranges from 
23 inches in the east to 16 inches in the west. The refuge lies within the 
range of 17 to 19 inches, most of which falls between April and September. 
The temperature in the sandhills ranges from 40°F below zero to 114°F above 
zero. High winds are characteristic. 

Of the 1,640 lakes in the sandhills, 16 lie within the refuge boundaries. 
All the lakes are formed by either (1) wind deflation basins and closed drain¬ 
ages or (2) exposed ground water table basins. The lakes in the refuge vary 
in size from 26 (Perrin and Christ) to 711 (Island) acres; in depth from 3 
(Deer) to 13.8 (Blue) feet; in total dissolved salinity from 160-340 (Crane) 
to 1,800*7,200 (Goose) parts per million; and in alkalinity (Na-HC0 3 ) 
from 110-280 (Crane) to 1,600-5,800 (Goose) parts per million (McCarrahar, 
pers. comm.). In 1972 a point 18 feet deep was measured in Blue Lake (Ron¬ 
ald Perry, pers. comm.). 

In recent years four field parties from the University of Nebraska State 
Museum have collected vertebrates at Crescent Lake National Wildlife Re¬ 
fuge, Garden County, Nebraska. In 1966, a party of four, Harvey L. Gunder¬ 
son, Kenneth R. Middleton, James Nykodym and Roger S. Sharpe, were there 
from 10 to 17 July; in 1967, Gunderson and Middleton were there from 5 to 
9 June; Douglas Liesveld and Kent Fiala were there from 17 to 19 July in 
1968 and 7 to 10 June 1971. The information in this list results primarily 
from those collecting trips. Pertinent information from other sources has also 
been added. Specimens are deposited in the University of Nebraska State 
Museum. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

(An asterisk denotes specimens were taken and placed in the University 
Museum collections). 

MASKED SHREW* ( Sorex cinereus) . They have been observed by Douglas 
Liesveld (pers. comm.) and one was taken in short grass and bullrushes 
near Goose Lake. 

EASTERN COTTONTAIL ( Sylvilagus floridanus). This is a common mam¬ 
mal seen frequently in the headquarters area, but it occurs regularly through¬ 
out the refuge area. 

BLACKTAILED JACKRABBIT (Lepus californicus) . Although none were 
seen on the refuge, several were seen just outside the refuge bounda¬ 
ries, and refuge personnel reported them as not unusual in the area. 
WHITETAILED JACKRABBIT ( Lepus townsendi). Observed on the refuge. 
THIRTEEN-LINED GROUND SQUIRREL ( Spermophihis tridecemlineatus ). 
Frequently seen in the refuge. 

PRAIRIE DOG ( Cynomys ludovicianus) . Although not present in the refuge 
or in the immediate vicinity now, there is an area just south of the refuge 
boundary called Dogflats on U.S.G.S. Topographic Map, 1st series, Cresent 
Lake 1949. Such colloquial names usually have their basis in facts, and it is 
very probable that prairie dogs existed in the area at one time. 

PLAINS POCKET GOPHER ( Geomys bursarius). Pocket gopher mounds 
were seen at many places in the refuge and attempts were made to trap 




mm 


pocket gophers, but without success. The plains pocket gopher is the only 
species occurring in the area. 

PLAINS POCKET MOUSE* ( Perognathus flavescens). This was one of the 
common small mammals trapped. 

ORD KANGAROO RAT* ( Dipodomys ordi) . This is another very common 
species of small mammals in the area, and is characteristic of the drier areas. 


Fig. 2 Ord kangaroo rat (Dipodomys ordi ) 
Specialized in many ways of life in arid regions, 
it can survive without drinking water. 
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WESTERN HARVEST MOUSE* ( Reithrodontomys megalotis). This is a 
very common species and was taken in a variety of habitats from the drier, 
sandy areas to the tall grass areas around the lakes. 

PLAINS HARVEST MOUSE* (Reithrodontomys montanus) . Although a 
common species, it was not so common as the western harvest mouse and it 
was taken only in the drier areas. 

DEER MOUSE* ( Peromyscus maniculdtus) . This was a common species in 
the area, and was present in all the habitats that were trapped. 
NORTHERN GRASSHOPPER MOUSE* (Onychomys leucogaster) . The 
northern grasshopper mouse was as not as common as the other small mam- 
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MEADOW VOLE* (Microtus pennsylvanicus ). The meadow vole was most 
often taken or observed in sedge meadows or other wet areas surrounding 
the lakes. 

PRAIRIE VOLE* (Microtus ochrogcister ). This species was found on the 
higher, drier ground surrounding the wetter areas. The prairie vole occurs 
sympatrically with the meadow vole (M. pennsylvanicus ) and is occasionally 
taken in the same place, but more usually the meadow vole lives in lower, 
wetter areas than does the prairie vole. 

MUSKRAT (Ondatra zibethicus ). Muskrats are common on the many lakes 
in the refuge, and were often observed. 

MEADOW JUMPING MOUSE "*{’Lapus hudsomm). Nine specimens were 
taken during 1966, 1967, and 1968. All were taken in wet meadow and willow 
and sedge areas, either near Goose Lake or in the lowland southeast of the 
headquarters. These are apparently the first records of this species for Garden 
County. Jones (1964) did not list any, and no other specimens are in the 
collections. 

COYOTE (Canis latrans ). Coyotes are common in the refuge and the 
surrounding area. Members of the field parties saw them, heard them, and 
found remains. Some indication of their numbers may be gained from a 
report by John Wilbrecht, Refuge Manager at one time. During the winter 
of 1965-1966 a rancher living just east of the refuge took 300 coyotes by 
the use of dogs and a plane. He received a bounty payment of $2.50 plus 
about $5.00 per pelt, an average price per pelt for that winter. 
LONGTAILED WEASEL* (Mustela frenata ). One specimen taken in 1966 
is in the museum collections, and in 1967 one was observed. 

BADGER (Taxidea taxus). In 1967 a badger was observed near the west 
shore of Goose Lake. It was being harassed by a Short Eared Owl. 
WAPITI (Cervns canadensis). Reports of recent elk observations are in¬ 
creasing from northwestern Nebraska. The author believes this to be a 
result of the elk trapping program at Wind Cave National Park in the 
Black Hills of South Dakota, and at Yellowstone National Park. For 
several years excess elk have been trapped at Wind Cave and trans¬ 
planted to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. Elk captured 
at Yellowstone have been transplanted to various places including ranches 
in eastern Wyoming. Undoubtedly some of these transplants drift away, 
at times probably for a great distance from the release site. The only 
sighting within the refuge boundaries occurred in 1964. A female with 
a calf was first seen within the refuge boundary on 12 August, 1964. 
The female had a white neck band and was believed to have been an 
individual trapped in Yellowstone Park and released on the Warner 
ranch northwest of Wheatland, Wyoming. What was believed to be the 
same two were last seen on 9 December 1964. (John Wilbrecht, in Ronald 
Perry, pers. comm.) 

MULE DEER (Odocoileus hemionus ). The mule deer originally found 
throughout Nebraska was nearly eliminated from the state at the turn of 
the century. In 1907 it and the whitetail deer were given complete protec¬ 
tion. Populations of both species recovered, and there has been a hunting 
season every year since 1949. A limited season, to remove excess numbers 
at Halsey Forest, was held in 1945. Mule deer are considered to be the 
deer of the west, rarely occurring east of the 97th meridian. In the refuge 
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Fig. 3. Estimated populations and harvest of mule and 


whitetail deer at Crescent Lake National Wild¬ 
life Refuge, No hunting occurred prior to 1965. 


it appeared that the mule deer outnumbered whitetail deer. For example 
during the period 5 to 9 June 1967, 13 mule deer and one whitetail deer 
were counted (see also Fig. 3). Mule deer were more uniformly scattered 
throughout the refuge than whitetail deer. There have been dramatic shifts 
in species composition of deer in Nebraska since 1961 with mule deer popu¬ 
lations decreasing. 

WHITETAIL DEER (Odocoileus virginianus ). The whitetail deer was pre¬ 
sent in areas with trees, as for instance, lower, wetter areas. The whitetail 
deer, as already mentioned, was less numerous than the mule deer. The 
whitetail deer is a forest animal and is considered to be more of a browser 
than a grazer. In the refuge it was most often seen in deciduous communities 
along water courses. Whitetail deer are more productive than mule deer 
and are less vulnerable to hunting. The whitetail population is expected 
to increase everywhere in the state. In Volume I of the Nebraska Fish and 
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Wildlife Plan published in 1972 by the staff of the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission is the statement, . . whitetails are expected to be the 
predominant species in the Pine Ridge area of the state within ten years.” 
PRONGHORN ( Antilocapra americana). The refuge is in an area of low 
pronghorn population and few were seen. In 1966 a doe was seen near the 
fire tower south of headquarters. In 1967 a doe was seen once in the'same 
place. 
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A BALD EAGLE NEST IN NEBRASKA 

The Bald Eagle ( Haliaeetus leucocephalus) in Nebraska is an uncommon 
migrant and a common winter resident along certain areas of the Platte River 
and on major reservoirs. The Bald Eagle was formerly a common breeder in 
the Missouri River Valley. It also apparently nested along Indian Creek, 
Gage County, in the late 1870’s and early ’80’s (Rapp, Rapp, Baumgarten, 
and Moser, Revised Check-list of Nebraska Birds, Nebraska Orinthologists’ 
Union, Lincoln, 1958). The following report is believed to be the first verified 
record of nesting Bald Eagles in Nebraska during the 1900’s. 

During the latter part of January 1973, John Schuckman from Crofton, 
a Conservation Officer with the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, ob¬ 
served a pair of Bald Eagles building a nest in a large cottonwood tree situ¬ 
ated in a small grove of trees adjacent to the Missouri River. Nest building 
continued on a fairly regular basis until late February. No nest building 
activity was noted after 1 March. Copulation was observed and recorded on 
movie film by a Nebraska Game and Parks Commission photographer on 9 
March. The birds spent very little time on the nest for about two weeks after 
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the nest was completed. However, one bird was commonly seen perched in 
a tree near the nest. Beginning in mid-March, a bird was occasionally ob¬ 
served on the nest. Sometime between 25 March and 4 April the birds de¬ 
serted the nest and were never seen again. Although the nest could not be 
checked for eggs, it is believed that laying did not occur due to the short time 
period that the birds were closely associated with the nest. 

It could not be fully determined what caused the desertion. All efforts 
were made to keep the nesting attempt secret and to avoid disturbances 
while examining and photographing the nest site. The nest tree was never 
climbed. However, there was unavoidable human activity about the time the 
birds left the area. People began moving back into a small resort trailer court 
adjacent to the grove of trees, and spring work began in a corn field also 
adjacent to the nest tree. It is also possible that the birds’ food supply may 
have become limited due to the movement of wintering ducks out of the area. 

The nest is located in Cedar County about 4 miles south and west of 
Yankton, South Dakota, or 8 miles north and 1 4 miles east of Crofton, Ne¬ 
braska. This area is noted for its large concentration of wintering Bald 
Eagles. 


Ross A. Lock 

Terrestrial Wildlife Division 
Nebr. Game & Parks Commission 
Lincoln 


John Schuckman 
Law Enforcement Division 
Nebr. Game & Parks Commission 
Crofton 


VERTICAL STRATIFICATION AMONG SELECTED 
SPECIES OF BIRDS 

During field observations in a recent ornithology class I developed an in¬ 
terest in the possible patterns of birds as they occupied positions in trees. 
As a result this study developed. 

An attempt was made to determine if there are any specific zones 
within a tree which are occupied consistently by a given bird species, to de¬ 
termine to what extent these zones are used, and to examine the relation¬ 
ship of the birds to these zones. 

After preliminary observations the following species were chosen: 
Common Grackle ( Quiscalus quiscida), Mourning Dove ( Zenaida macroura ), 
Robin ( Turdus migratorins) , Eastern Kingbird ( Tyrannus tyrannus ), West¬ 
ern Kingbird ( Tyrannus verticalis) , Red-shafted Flicker ( Colaptes cafer), 
Yellow Warbler ( Dendroica petechia), and the Western Wood Pewee ( Con- 
topns sordidulus ). 

The study was made in and around the towns of Alliance and Chadron, 
Nebraska. Observation hours were generally from 6:30 to 9:30 A.M., Moun¬ 
tain Daylight Time, from 20 July to 4 September 1971. A total of 394 ob¬ 
servations were made through a period of 21 days and approximately 63 
hours. All observations were made using binoculars at a distance varying 
from 10 to 50 yards. As a bird flew into a tree its position was recorded on 
a chart containing a scale drawing of a deciduous tree roughly 30 feet high. 
All trees were selected as nearly equal as possible in regard to size and den¬ 
sity of the branches and leaves. Each time a bird moved to a different loca¬ 
tion in the tree it was recorded on the chart. 
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After all the observations were completed a scale drawing 1 of a tree 
was made, dividing it into 4 zones. Zone I began at the point where the first 
limbs appeared on the trunk and each zone was approximately 6 feet of 
vertical distance. The number of times each species appeared in a zone was 
recorded to determine which zone had the highest number of observations 
for that species. 

Certain zones of a tree were definitely occupied by a species to a 
greater- degree than others. However, the dividing line between two zones 
was transitional in nature. Common Grackles, for example, showed a greater 
number of positions in Zone I, but the difference between Zone I and Zone II 
is not so great as to suggest a preference for Zone I but rather for the 
lower half of the tree (Table I). The same situation held true for Robins. 
Common Grackles and Robins were both generally searching for food on the 
ground just before a disturbance would cause them to fly up into a tree. 

TABLE I OBSERVATIONS PER ZONE 


Zone 

Width 

Common 

Grackle 

Mourning 

Dove 

Robin 

Eastern Western 
Kingbird Kingbird 

Flicker 

Yellow Western 

Warbler Wood Pewee 

I 

5' 

-11 1 

1 42 

1 

45 

0 

0 

0 

31 

0 

II 

11’ 

-17' 

1 34 

45 

39 

0 

0 

0 

30 

1 

III 

17’ 

-23 ’ 

1 8 

23 

6 

7 

2 

9 

3 

7 

IV 

23' 

-30' 

0 

3 

0 

15 

14 

9 

0 

20 

Total 


84 

72 

90 

22 

16 

18 

64 

28 


The number of observations of Mourning Dove was higher in Zones II 
and III than in any other zones (Table I). During the early days of the 
study Mourning Doves were still nesting and their nests generally appeared 
to fall within Zones II and III. 

Eastern and Western Kingbirds were observed usually in the highest 
zones. They might dart outward or upward after what appeared to be flying 
insects, after which they would generally fly back to the same tree or one 
nearby and again perch in the highest zones. 

Western Wood Pewees seemed to show the same general tendencies as 
the Kingbirds, but were harder to find in the tree. They were generally 
located by searching throughout the tree after they called. Movement out¬ 
ward and upward did not seem to be as apparent as for the Kingbirds. 

Flickers were usually observed early in the morning in the upper two 
zones near the trunk of the tree (Table I). Little movement seemed evident 
until later in the morning (around 10:00 A.M.) when there appeared to be 
feeding activity and then movement occurred on or around the trunk and 
occasionally out onto some of the larger branches. When they flew from the 
tree they seemed to follow a downward path and then move back up to the 
upper regions of another tree. 

Yellow Warblers were the most erratic of all species observed. Move¬ 
ment seemed to be more vertical within the tree and the path seemed to be 
more of a searching pattern. Because of this they appeared the most nervous 
of all the species observed. Most of the observations were in the lower half 
of the tree (Table I). 
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Three other species, Black-capped Chickadee ( Parus atricapillus) , Or¬ 
chard Oriole ( Icterus spavins) , and American Goldfinch ( Spinus tristis), 
were seen but observations were too few to be considered. 

On several occasions what appeared to be intra-specific conflicts occur¬ 
red. Kingbirds were rarely observed in pairs or even near each other when 
they seemed to be feeding. Each appeared to have a particular spot or area 
in the tree from which they would fly to catch an insect. If on occasion an¬ 
other of the same species flew into this region the intruder was presented 
with loud chirping and what appeared to be an attacking behavior from the 
first Kingbird. 

At times inter-specific conflicts were observed between Grackles and 
generally any other species which entered the areas occupied by the 
Grackles. The intruder, if a smaller species, was not necessarily physically 
attacked, but it did not remain for any length of time. It seemed as though 
the intruding species sensed possible conflict if it remained. If a larger in¬ 
truder, such as man, entered the region several Grackles in the group would 
seem to be more attentive to the intruder, and on occasion even fly up into 
the lower portion of a nearby tree. 

Different species were occasionally observed in the same tree, but each 
species seemed to occupy an area which separated it from others. When 
members of only one species occupied a tree boundaries appeared less spe¬ 
cific, possibly because at the time the study was performed (July to Sep¬ 
tember) territorial breakdown was occurring and conflicts might not be as 
severe as they would be at other times. 

Appreciation is expressed to Doris Gates, Assistant Professor of Bi¬ 
ology, Chadron State College, for her helpful assistance in the preparation 
of this paper. 

—Larry E. Holz, Chadron 

NOTES 

WESTERN GREBES. An excited phone call from one of my students, 
Charles Iwan, during the noon hour of 30 May 1973 called my attention to 
the presence of two Western Greebes ( Aechmophoms occidentalis) on the 
pond at the southwest portion of the Kearney 1-80 interchange. He had seen 
them while working nearby that morning. Alerted by this call, my wife and 
I looked for them and saw them about an hour later, still on the same pond. 
About 6:00 P.M. 3 June 1973 we had another view of this same species. This 
time it was a lone individual on the pond of the Union Pacific Wayside Park 
at the Odessa 1-80 interchange, about eight miles west of the other sight¬ 
ings. This is the first time since coming to Kearney in 1953 that we have 
seen this bird in this area. 

—John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 

MORE ON THE “WHITE-TAILED TROPICBIRD” (NBR 41:59). In 
correspondence with Dr. Mary Tremaine, Omaha, Mrs. Cox added: “By 
undulating motion I meant that gulls and terns often seem to have no de¬ 
finite direction, except in the evening when they are flying toward their 
resting lakes, ponds, or wherever. The bird described was flying in a nearly 
straight line. It held its wings about straight out from its body, the beats 
were fast, and it didn’t use as many flapping motions as gulls. Flew most 
like a dove, when it is not sailing.” The editor received a good response to 
his request for comments on the report. Those who know Mrs. Cox expressed 
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confidence in her abilities as an observer, and they, and most of the others, 
had much the same reaction as Mrs. Cox: surprise that such a bird would 
be in the area, but unable to fit the description to any other species. Kent 
Fiala, Beatrice, and Richard C. Rosche, Crawford, pointed out that there 
had been no storm which might have driven such a bird inland, but 'Dr. 
Tremaine, relying on information in American Birds, states that there was 
a nation-wide queer migration pattern. Dr. J. C. W. Bliese, Kearney, points 
out that Peterson’s Texas Guide gives their presence in Texas as casual. 
However, Palmer’s Handbook of North American Birds says “Lowrey and 
Newman (1954) listed 7 definite records for Gulf of Mexico in 130 years”. 
No Texas records are listed in the 1957 edition of the A.O.TJ. Check-list . Dr. 
Bliese also points out that Roseate Spoonbills have been recorded in Nebras¬ 
ka (one specimen from Odessa, and other sight records). And of course there 
is the European Common Crane recorded from two places in Nebraska in 
1972 ( NBR 40:3). Mrs. Roy J. Witschy, Scottsbluff, found a reference to 
an Arizona record in Birds of America (Pearson, Ed.), but this record isn’t 
mentioned in the 1957 A.O.TJ. Check-list. The Check-list does, however, as Dr. 
Paul Johnsgard, Lincoln, points out, give such a record for the Red-billed 
Tropicbird. Presumably, this record was either an error in Birds of America 
or the identification was changed after the book was printed. An interesting 
speculation is made by Mr. Rosche, who points out that Mrs. Cox mentioned 
black “on the wings and back” and that the White-tailed Tropicbird does 
not have black on the back (but does have black on the upper wing surfaces) 
in any plumage in which it has the long tail feathers. He adds: “But I’m 
not convinced that it was anything other than a first-year Forster’s Tern 
still molting that perhaps got itself caught in some kind of fish line or some 
other stuff that it was dragging along behind it (something that is happening 
more and more in recent years to gulls, terns, and other seabirds).” Most 
birders have, at some time or other, seen oddly-marked birds - partial albinos, 
melantistic birds, or just plain variants - and that possibility can’t be com¬ 
pletely ruled out. 

One commentator said that the report should not have been published; 
two others said that it should have been; the rest made no comment one way 
or the other. It is the editor’s belief that it is a greater error not to publish 
a probable record, particularly if the record includes sufficient details, than 
to publish an error that may be wrong. A reader can disregard a printed 
record if he feels it should be disregarded, but he has no chance to evaluate 
an unpublished record. If you see an unusual bird, take pictures if possible. 
If you have company, have them observe the bird carefully, too. Alert the 
populace! Even if you have company, the more who see it the better, and if 
it is an unusual bird they will be glad to be included. Make a record of what 
details you noticed before you check the books — it is too easy to be swayed 
by what you read. And in your report include the details of what you saw, 
the names of other observers (and their comments, if possible), the circum¬ 
stances, and so on — what you would want to know to check out the report 
if it was made to you. And as long as you give the facts, don’t be bashful. 
The editor is aware of unpublished possible or probable records in Nebraska 
of Black-crested Titmouse and Wrentit, which would be new birds for the 
Nebraska list, and of Mountain Plover and Harlequin Duck, which are in 
the Nebraska list but with few records; all held back somewhere along the 
line for fear of criticism. And undoubtedly there are other unreported sight¬ 
ings of which the editor is unaware. 
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CATTLE EGRET. On Sunday morning, 2 September 1973, I saw a lone 
Cattle Egret at a pond near Waverly in Lancaster County. I first noticed 
the yellow bill, and when it flew a couple of short hops as I tried to get 
closer I was able to see the black legs and feet. I have seen many in Forida 
and Texas and so I am sure of my identification. 

—Shirley Doole, Lincoln 

TOWNSEND’S WARBLER. A male Townsend’s Warbler ( Dendroica 
townsendi) , a new bird for our life list, was observed for at least ten mi¬ 
nutes in our hackberry and mulberry trees on the morning of 8 May 1973. 
My wife and I watched it with and without 7x50 binoculars. It was never 
more than twenty to twenty-five feet from us, and was busily engaged in 
feeding. We used several bird guides to help in identification, and took some 
extra looks after we saw it listed as “accidental” in the Revised Check-list 
of Nebraska Birds by Rapp et al. We saw it under very favorable light con¬ 
ditions, and quite in the open since the leaves of the trees had not yet de¬ 
veloped greatly. It even paused to preen for a few moments, giving us a 
chance to see it holding still. It was completely silent, never giving its song 
while we watched. — John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 


INDEX OF VOLUME XXXXI 

The 32nd Supplement to the A.O.U. Check-list combined and split 
some species and changed the common names for some birds. A cross index 
of those changes which affect birds which might be seen in Nebraska is 
included below. 


Acker, Mrs. Jessie 14 
Adams, Tim 42 
Alberts, Mrs. A. A. 13 
Allen, Mrs. Palmer C. 41, 64 
Anderson, Bill 41 
Bryce 13 
Mrs. George 13 
R. J. 3(2) 

Rose 13 

Antholz, Sam 3(2), 20 
Armstrong, Brian 13 
Avocet, American 3, 4, 9, 32, 52 
Badger 74 

Bald Eagle Nest in Nebraska, A 76 
Banghart, Mrs. Harry 14, 41(3), 64 
Bassett, Mrs. Oona 3(2), 41, 63 
Beightol, Mrs. Darrell 20 
Bennett, Dr. Esther V. 3(2), 41, 
43(2), 44, 58 

1972 Nebraska Nesting Survey 3 
Binder, Mr. and Mrs. Tom 15 
Bittern, American 29, 46 
Least 46, 66 
sp. 66 

Blackbird, Brewer’s 7, 11, 38, 61 
Red-winged 7, 9(2), 11, 24, 38, 
61, 66 

Rusty 3, 7, 11, 38, 61 


Blackbird, Yellow-headed 7, 9, 24, 
38, 40, 61, 66(2) 

Blackman, Sue L. 3 
Bliese, Dr. J.C.W. 13, 42, 79, 80, 
81 

Bluebird, Eastern 6, 11, 23, 28, 36, 
57 

Mountain 36, 58 
Bobolink 3, 7, 9, 37, 61 
Bobwhite 4, 10, 23, 31, 42, 50, 66 
Bolz, Lydia 41 
Book Review 68 

Brashear, Mrs. Jack (Julia) 41(4), 

64 

Bray, Tanya 13 
Brown, Donald E. 13 

George W. 13, 42 
Marian G. 13 
Bufflehead 23, 30, 41, 48 
Bunting, Indigo 38, 62 
Lark 8, 9, 24, 39, 63 
Lazuli 38, 62 
Painted 67 
Burlett, Diane 13 
John 13 

Canvasback 3, 23, 30, 48 
Cardinal 7, 12, 14, 24, 38, 42, 62, 66 
Red-crested 43, 47 
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Cartwright, Ellen 14 
Cassidy, Dan 13 

Catbird, Gray (was Catbird) 6, 35, 57 
Chase, Harold 13 
Chat, Yellow-breasted 24, 37, 61 
Chickadee, Black-capped 3, 11, 23, 
35, 42, 56, 79 
Boreal 43 

Mountain 11, 14, 35, 56 
Chisholm, Graham 13, 40 
Christmas Count, 1972 9 

Cilek, Mrs. Elmer (Hermie) 67 
Cink, Calvin 

Louisiana Heron in Clay County 
14 

Summer Records of the Short- 
billed Marsh Wren in Ne¬ 
braska 17 

The Yellow Rail in Nebraska 24 
Cochrane, Cindy 13 
David 13, 43 
Colorado 44 

Commers, Jim R. 3(2), 13, 41 
Conrad, Evelyn 13, 41 
Coot, American 3, 23, 31, 41, 50, 66 
Cormorant, Double-crested 29, 41, 
46, 66 

Cortelyou, R. G. 3(3), 23, 40(2), 55 

Cottontail, Eastern 72 

Counties 

Adams 3, 9, 10, 13, 28, 29, 42, 
46, 52 
Blaine 46 

Box Butte 50, 54, 77 

Buffalo, 10, 13, 42, 79, 81 

Cass 43 

Cedar 76 

Cherry 3, 23 

Cheyenne 65 

Clay 3, 14, 18, 28, 46, 47, 53 
Custer 29, 40 

Dawes 3, 10, 14, 19, 46, 54, 77 
Dawson 42 

Douglas 3, 9(2), 10, 13, 15, 20, 29, 
40, 46, 55(2) 

Franklin 46 
Frontier 3 
Gage 19 
Garden 3(2), 70 
Gosper 42 
Grant 3 


Counties 

Hall 3, 10, 13, 29, 40, 46, 47, 56 

Harlan 42 

Howard 3, 46, 56 

Johnson 3 

Kearney 42 

Keith 46, 57 

Lancaster 3, 9(2), 10, 13, 18, 19, 24, 
29, 41, 43(2), 46, 47, 58, 66, 67, 81 
Lincoln 3, 29, 41, 46, 47, 59, 67, 79 
McPherson 3, 29, 41, 46, 63 
Nemaha 29, 41, 65, 66 
Nuckolls 43 
Otoe 3, 20 
Pawnee 3 

Perkins 3, 29, 41, 46, 64 
Phelps 42 
Polk 3 

Richardson 9(2) 

Sarpy 3, 9(2), 10, 13, 17, 29, 40, 
46, 55, 67 
Saunders 43 

Scotts Bluff 9, 10, 13, 29, 41, 46, 64 

Sheridan 3, 50, 54, 67 

Sioux 3, 46, 65 

Thomas 3, 23 

Thurston 18 

Washington 41 

Wayne 43, 67, 68 

Wheeler 18 

York 3, 19, 42, 66(3) 

Cowbird, Brown-headed 7, 9(2), 12, 
24, 38, 62, 66 

Cox, Mrs. M. A. 3, 41, 59, 79 
Coyote 74 

Crane, Sandhill 31, 50 
Wooping 46 

Creeper, Brown 11, 35, 40, 42, 56(2), 
67 

Crossbill, Red 12, 39, 63, 64 
White-winged 63 

Crow, Common 6, 11, 23, 35, 42, 56 
Cuckoo, Black-billed 3, 33, 53 
Yellow-billed 5, 33, 53 
Curlew, Long-billed 4, 9, 23, 31, 51 
Cutler, Mary 76 
Deer, Mule 74 
Whitetail 75 
Delehant, James 13, 40 
Dickcissel 8, 9, 38, 62, 66 
Diggs, Mr. and Mrs. F. 41 
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Dimon, Kit K. 3 
Doole, Shirley 13, 41, 58, 81 
Dove, Mourning 5, 10, 23, 33 43, 
53, 54, 66, 77 
Rock 9, 23, 33, 52, 66 
Dowitcher, Long-billed 51 
Shortbilled, 51 
sp. 32 

Duck, Harlequin 80 
Ring-necked 30, 48 
Ruddy 3, 30, 41, 48 

Wood 3, 30, 41, 47, 66 

Dunlin 51 

Eagle, Bald 10, 28, 31, 42, 49, 67, 76, 

Golden 3, 4, 10, 31, 49, 67 

sp. 41 

Egret, Cattle 29, 42, 66, 81 
Common, (now Great) 

Great (was Common) 28, 29, 46 
Snowy 46, 55 
Ells, Jim 14 

Empidonax sp. 23, 34, 55 
Epstein, Erwin 42 
Jack 42 

Falcon, Prairie 3, 4, 19, 23, 31, 42, 49 
Ferguson, Mrs. R. F. 55 
Fiala, Kent 19, 72, 80 
Field Trip, Eutrophication 66 
Finch, Gray-crowned Rosy 39, 
41(2), 63 

House 12, 39, 63 
Purple 12, 38, 62 
Fiske, William 55 

Flicker, Common (includes Gilded, 
Red-shafted, and Yellow-shaft- 
ted) 5, 10, 12, 33, 42, 54, 66, 77 
Flycatcher, Acadian 34, 54 

Alder (fee-bee-o), (was Traill’s) 55 
Great Crested 23, 34, 40, 54 
Least 23, 34, 55 
Olive-sided 34, 55 
Seissor-tailed 20 

Traill’s (now Alder (fee-bee-o) or 
Willow (fitz-bew)) 

Willow (fitz-bew), (was Traill’s) 
55 

Yellow-bellied 23 
Gadwall 4, 23, 29, 47, 66 
Garabrandt, Gary 40, 55 
Gates, Doris 19, 23, 54, 79 
Gawerecki, Micheal 13 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 58 


Godwit, Hudsonian 52 
Marbled 52 

Goldeneye, Common 30, 48 
Goldfinch, American 8, 12, 24, 39, 
42, 63, 66, 79 
Goldstein, Raymond 76 
Goodson, Mrs. E. O. 40, 55 
Goose, Blue (now Snow) 

Canada 3, 10, 23, 29, 40, 41, 42, 47 
Snow (includes Blue) 9, 10, 23, 29, 
41, 47 

White-fronted 29, 41, 42, 47 
Gopher, Plains Pocket 72 
Goshawk 10, 30, 48 
Grackle, Common 7, 12, 17, 24, 38, 
62, 77 

Grebe, Eared 29, 46 
Horned 29, 46 
Pied-billed 23, 28, 29, 41, 46 
Red-necked 29 
Western 3, 4, 23, 29, 46, 79 
Green, Ruth 13, 40, 55, 67 
Tom 42 

Greer, Janet 13 

Grosbeak, Blackheaded 7, 24, 38, 62 
Blue 7, 24, 28, 38, 62, 66 
Evening 12, 24, 38, 62 
Hybrid 67 
Pine 39 

Rose-breasted 7, 24, 38, 62 
Gross, Everett W. 13, 67 
Dr. Mildred (Mrs. E. W.) 13, 67 
Grouse, Sharp-tailed 4, 10, 23, 31, 50 
Gull, Bonaparte’s 32, 41, 52 
Franklin’s 32, 52(2) 

Glaucous 52 
Herring 32, 41, 52 
Ring-billed 32, 41, 42, 52 
Gunderson, Dr. Harvey 72(2) 
Recent Mammals of Crescent 
Lake National Wildlife, Refuge, 
Garden County, Nebraska 71 
Haberlan, N. 3(2) 

Hamon, Carroll M. 23 
Hansen, Mr. and Mrs. Pete 42 
Harberg, Mary 13 
Harrington, Ellen 13 
Ralph 13 

Hawk, Broad-winged 30, 49, 65 
Cooper’s 10, 30, 49 
Ferruginous 10, 31, 49, 65 
Harlan’s (now Red-tailed) 
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Marsh 10, 23, 31, 42, 49 
Pigeon (now Merlin) 
Red-shouldered 49 
Red-tailed (includes Harlan’s) 4, 
10, 23, 30, 41, 42, 49, 66 
Rough-legged 10, 30, 49 
Sharp-shinned 10, 30, 49 
Sparrow (now American Kestrel) 
Swainson’s 4, 23, 30, 42, 49 
Heaney, C. E. Jr. 13 
Micheal 13 

Heart well, Geraldine 3, 13 
Helzer, E. M. 3(2) 

Mrs. William 13, 28, 52 
Hergenrader, Dr. Gary 55, 66 
Heron, Black-crowned Night 28, 29. 
46 

Great Blue 3, 4, 9, 23, 29, 46, 66 
Green 3, 29, 46 
Little Blue 28, 29 
Louisiana 14 
Hesler, Phil 13 
Heywood, Ida May 41, 66 
Hoffman, Rev. Thomas, S. J. 13, 19, 
20, 56 

Hoger, C. E. 3 
Holz, Larry E. 

Vertical Stratification among Se¬ 
lected Species of Birds 77 
Honorary Member - Carl H. Swan¬ 
son 22 

Horrigan, Mrs. Ray 13 
Hughson, David 14 

Mrs. David 14, 65 
Hummingbird, Broad-tailed 33, 41 
Ruby-throated 33, 53 
Rufous 33, 41 
Huntley, C. W. 23, 67 
Hurt, Jim 42 
Ibis, White-faced 47, 66 
Wood, (now Wood Stork) 

Iowa 13, 40, 41 
Ireland, J. A. 3 
Iwan, Charles 79 
Jackrabbit, Blacktailed 72 
Whitetailed 72 
Janssen, Robert J. 66 
Jay, Blue 6, 11, 23, 34, 56, 66, 
Pinon 56 

Jensen, Mrs. Sigvald 2, 23 
Johnson, Clyde 13, 40 


Emma (Mrs. Clyde) 13, 23 

H. B. 3 

Dr. Norma 13 

Johnsgard, Dr. Paul A. 23, 80 
Jones, Mrs. A. M. 28 
Diane 13 

Junco, Dark-eyed (includes Ore¬ 
gon, Slate-colored, and White¬ 
winged) 12, 39, 41, 42, 64, 65 
Gray-headed 64 
Oregon (now Dark-eyed) 
Slate-colored (now Dark-eyed) 
White-winged (now Dark-eyed) 
Kain, Teta 13, 19, 40, 55 
Kenitz, Mrs. LeRoy 64 
Kennedy, Mrs. Clifford 52 
Kestrel, American (was Sparrow 
Hawk) 4, 10, 23, 31, 42, 50, 66 
Kieborz, Mrs. Ray 40 
Killdeer 3, 4, 10, 23, 31, 41, 50, 66 
Kingbird, Cassin’s 34 

Eastern 5, 20, 23, 34, 54, 66, 77 
Western 5, 23, 34, 54, 66, 77 
Kingfisher, Belted 3, 5, 10, 23, 33, 
42, 54, 66, 67 

Kinglet, Golden-crowned 11, 23, 36, 
58 

Ruby-crowned 11, 36, 42, 58 
Knot, Red (was Knot) 

Kochel, M. J. 40 

Koop, Mrs. H. B. 43 

Kopecky, Norman E. 55, 67 

LaRiviere, Steve 13 

Lark, Horned 5, 9, 11, 23, 34, 42, 55 

Le Dioyt, Glenn H. 13, 55 

Liesveldt, Douglas 72(2) 

Lionberger, Mrs. Earle 43 
Lock, Ross A. 3(7), 46, 53, 59, 65 
A Bald Eagle Nest in Nebraska 76 
Lommasson, Dr. R. C. 23 
Longfellow, Stanley 42 

Longspur, Chestnut-collared 12, 65 
Lapland 12, 40, 65 
McCown’s 65 

Loon, Common 29, 46, 58 
LoPresti, Robert 13 
Louisiana Heron in Clay County 15 
Lynch, Dr. John D. 76 
Magpie, Black-billed 6, 11, 23, 34, 
42, 56 

Malowski, James 13 



Nebraska Bird Review 


85 


Mallard 4, 9, 10, 23, 29, 41, 42, 47, 66 
Marking, Mrs. Wallace J. 41 
Martin, Purple 3, 5, 34, 56 
Mastin, Kathleen 44 
Mathison, Dean 13 
Maunder, Vera 52 
McFadden, Joe 42 
Meadowlark, Eastern 9, 37, 61, 66 
Western 11, 24, 38, 42, 61, 66 
sp. 7, 9(2), 11, 37, 61 
Meeting, The Seventy-second An¬ 
nual 23 

Mefford, Allen 13 
Meier, Bruce 13 
Marian 13 
Menzel, Karl 3(2) 

Merganser, Common 10, 30, 48 
Hooded 30, 41, 48 
Red-breasted 48 
sp. 42 

Merlin (was Pigeon Hawk) 31, 49 
Middleton, Kenneth R. 72(2) 
Mockingbird 6, 35, 57, 66 
Mollhoff, Wayne 43, 67, 68 
Monk Parakeets in Omaha 15 
Morris, Lee 3(2), 19, 42, 66(3) 

M. M. 3 

Rosalind 13, 43, 58 
Morse, M. C. Jr. 13 
Morton, Margaret 23 
Mouse, Deer 73 
Meadow Jumping 74 
Northern Grasshopper 73 
Plains Harvest 73 
Plains Pocket 73 
Western Harvest 73 
Mowery, Mrs. B. F. 41 
Muskrat 74 
Myers, Anna A. 3 
Nelson, Burton 13, 28, 52 
Mrs. Leonard 40 

Nesting Survey, 1972 Nebraska 3 
Nests and Nesting 66, 76 
Nighthawk, Common 3, 33, 53 
Nissen, J. M. 3(2) 

Nutcracker, Clark’s 35, 40, 43(2), 56 
Nuthatch, Pygmy 56 

Red-breasted 11, 35, 42, 56 
White-breasted 11, 23, 35, 56 
Nykodym, James 72 
Ohlman, L. M. 3 


Oriole, Northern (includes Balti¬ 
more and Bullock’s) 7, 24, 38, 61 
Orchard 7, 24, 38, 61, 79 
Osprey 31, 49 
Ott, John 13, 41 
Mabel 13, 41 
Ovenbird 24, 37, 60 
Owl, Barn 3, 5, 33, 53 
Barred 10, 33, 53 
Burrowing 5, 23, 33, 53 
Great Horned 5, 10, 23, 33, 42, 53 
Long-eared 3, 33, 53 
Screech 3, 5, 10, 13, 33, 43, 53 
Saw-whet 33, 40, 43 
Short-eared 33, 53 
Padelford, Barbara and Loren 13, 
19, 40(3), 41(3) 

Monk Parakeets in Omaha 15 
Parakeet, Monk 10, 15 
Parula, Northern (was Parula 
Warbler) 37, 59 
Paul, Mrs. Margaret 55 
Peck, Dr. and Mrs. W. E. 41 
Pelican, White 29, 46 
Percival, Eldon 3(2) 

Mrs. Eldon 28, 52 
Perkins, Mrs. S. A. 17, 55 
Perkuchin, Don 76 
Perry, Ronald 74, 76 
Persons, Mrs. Fern B. 40 
Peterson, Albert 13 
Pewee, Eastern Wood 34, 55 
Western Wood 34, 55, 77 
Phalarope, Northern 32, 52 
Wilson’s 3, 5, 23, 32, 52 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 4, 10, 23, 31, 
42, 50, 66 

Phoebe, Eastern 3, 5, 23, 34, 40, 41, 
54 

Say’s 3, 34, 54 
Pierce, Art 42 
Pintail 3, 23, 29, 47, 66 
Pipit, Sprague’s 36, 58 
Water 11, 36, 58 
Pitcher, Don C. 3 
Plover, American Golden 31, 50 
Black-bellied 31, 50 
Mountain 80 
Piping 31 

Semipalmated 19, 23, 31, 41, 50 
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Snowy 19, 31, 41 

Upland (now Upland Sandpiper) 
Pluta, Marie 13 
Poor-will 3, 23, 53 
Porcupine 24 

Prairie Chicken, Greater 3, 23, 31 
Prairie Dog 72 
Pritchard C. G. 23 
Pronghorn 76 

Pruess, Dr. Neva (Mrs. Ken) 23(2) 
Radford, Norma 42 
Rail, King 50 
Virginia 23 
Yellow 24, 50, 56 
sp. 66 

Rasmussen, Russel, L. 43 
Rat, Ord Kangaroo 73 
Recent Mammals of Crescent Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge, 
Garden County, Nebraska 71 
Redhead 3, 30, 48 
Redpoll, Common 39, 63 
Redstart, American 24, 37, 61 
Remsen, Van 14 

Report, 1972 Christmas Count 9 

1972 (Fifteenth) Fall Occurrence 
28 

1973 (Forty-eight) Spring Migra¬ 
tion and Occurrence 46 

1972 Treasurer’s 2 
Ritchey, Ellen R. (Mrs. O. W.) 3(2), 
13, 29, 42, 52 
O. W. 3, 13 

Robin, American (was Robin) 6, 11, 
23, 35, 42, 57, 66, 77 
Robinson, Larry D. 19 
Rosche, Dorothy (Mrs. Richard) 54, 
65 

Richard C. 54, 65, 80(2) 
Rose, David 28, 52, 53 
Mrs. David 13 
Russell, Richard 3, 9 
Sanderling 32 

Sandpiper, Baird’s 23, 32, 51 
Least 23, 32, 51 
Pectoral 23, 32, 51 
Semipalmated 32, 41, 51 
Sandpiper, Solitary 32, 51 
Spotted 23, 32, 51 
Stilt 32 


Upland (was Upland Plover) 5, 
23, 32, 51 

Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied 10, 28, 33, 
52, 54 

Scaup, Lesser 23, 30, 48 
Schleicher, William 3(3), 9, 13, 40, 
56 

Schreiber, Hazel 43 
Schroder, Scott 42 
Schuckman, John 76 
A Bald Eagle Nest in Nebraska 76 
Scoter, Black (was Common) 
Common (now Black) 
White-winged 30, 41, 48 
Seger, Kenneth W. 13, 40 
Sejkora, Don 41, 57, 64 

Mrs. Jerry 41, 57, 64 
Sharpe, Dr. Roger S. 13, 20, 72 
Shickley, Mrs. M. F. (Gail) 3 
Shoveler, Northern (was Shoveler) 
3, 23, 30, 47 
Shrew, Masked 72 
Shrike, Loggerhead 6, 11, 23, 36, 
58, 66 

Northern 11, 36, 42, 58 
sp. 40 

Siskin, Pine 12, 24, 39, 63 
Snipe, Common 10, 28, 31, 51 
Solitaire, Townsend’s 11, 36, 42, 58 
Sora 3, 4, 19, 31, 50 
Sparrow, Baird’s 39 
Brewer’s 3, 8, 39, 41, 64 
Chipping 8, 24, 39, 64 
Clay-colored 24, 39, 64 
Field 8, 24, 39, 41, 64, 66 
Fox 12, 40, 64, 68 
Grasshopper 8, 9, 24, 39, 63, 66 
Harris’ 12, 24, 39, 42, 64 
House 7, 9(2), 11, 24, 37, 61, 66 
Lark 8, 9, 24, 39, 63 
Le Conte’s 63 
Lincoln’s 12, 24, 40, 64 
Savannah 39, 63 
Song 12, 40, 65, 66 
Swamp 12, 65 
Tree 12, 39, 41, 42, 64 
Vesper 24, 39, 63 
White-crowned 12, 24, 40, 64 
White-throated 12, 24, 40, 64 
Spicknell, Robert 28 



Nebraska Bird Review 


87 


Squirrel, Thirteen-lined Ground 72 
Stacey, E. Thomas 13 
Starling 6, 9, 11, 24, 36, 42, 58, 66, 
Starr, Robert 13 
Stork, Wood (was Wood Ibis) 
Summer Records of the Short-bill¬ 
ed Marsh Wren in Nebraska 17 
Swallow, Bank 3, 5, 23, 34, 55 
Barn 6, 20, 23, 34, 55, 66 
Cliff 6, 23, 34, 55 
Rough-winged 6, 23, 34, 55 
Tree 23, 34, 55 
Violet-green 55 
Swan, Trumpeter 3, 47 
sp, 47(2) 

Swanson, Carl H. 13, 23, 40, 55 
Honorary Member 22 
Swift, Chimney 3, 23, 33, 53 
White-throated 53 
Tanager, Scarlet 38, 62 
Summer 38, 40, 56, 62 
Western 38, 44, 62 
Taylor, Frances L. 3(2), 9 
Teal, Blue-winged 4, 23, 30, 47, 66(2) 
Cinnamon 30, 41, 47 
Green-winged 3, 23, 29, 47, 66 
Tern, Black 3, 23, 33, 41, 52, 66 
Caspian 32 
Common 23, 32, 52 
Common/Forster’s 52 
Forster’s 52, 80 
Least 32 

Thomas, V. E. 3 
Thompson, C. M. 3 
Thorson, Dr. Thomas B. 76 
Thrasher, Brown 6, 11, 23, 35, 57, 
58, 66 

Thrush, Gray-cheeked 23, 35, 57 
Hermit 11, 28, 35, 57 
Swainson’s 23, 35, 40, 57 
Varied 20, 40 
Wood 35, 57 

Titmouse, Black-crested 80 
Tufted 11, 35, 56 
Towhee, Green-tailed 63 
Rufus-sided 3, 8, 12, 24, 39, 40, 
41(2), 63 

Tremaine, Dr. Mary 3(2), 13, 79, 80 
Tropicbird, White-tailed 61, 79 
Turner, Elwin 28 
Harold 3, 28 


Turkey 31, 50 
Twedt, C. M. 3(2) 

Unbehaum, Jack 13 
Lorraine 13 
Uridil, Z. 3(3), 9, 23 
Vance, Mrs. Alvin 64 
Veery 57 

Vertical Stratification Among Se¬ 
lected Species of Birds 77 
Viehmeyer, Catherine 3 
Vireo, Bell’s 7, 9, 24, 36, 58 
Philadelphia 36, 59 
Red-eyed 3, 7, 36, 59 
Solitary 36, 59 
Warbling 3, 24, 36, 59, 66 
White-eyed 58 
Yellow-throated 36, 59 
Vole, Meadow 74 
Prairie 74 
Vondrasek, Bob 13 
Vulture, Turkey 23, 30, 42, 48 
Wapiti 74 

Warbler, Audubon’s (now Yellow- 
rumped) 

Bay-breasted 60 
Black-and-white 24, 36, 59 
Blackburnian 60 
Blackpoll 24, 37, 60 
Black-throated Blue 37 
Black-throated Green 37, 59 
Canada 37 
Cerulean 37, 60 
Chestnut-sided 37, 57, 60 
Hooded 61 
Kentucky 37, 60 
MacGillivray’s 60 
Mourning 24, 37, 60 
Myrtle (now Yellow-rumped) 
Nashville 36, 59 
Orange-crowned 24, 36, 59 
Palm 37, 60 

Parula (now Northern Parula) 
Prairie 37, 41 
Prothonotary 59 
Tennessee 24, 36, 59 
Townsend’s 37, 81 
Wilson’s 24, 37, 54, 61 
Worm-eating 59 
Yellow 7, 9, 24, 37, 59, 77 
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Warbler 

Warbler, Yellow-rumped (combines 
Audubon’s and Myrtle) 24, 37, 59 
Yellow-throated 60 
Waterthrush, Louisiana 24, 60 
Northern 60 
sp. 60 

Waxwing, Bohemian 11, 36, 58 
Cedar 11, 36, 58 
Weasel, Longtailed 74 
Welch, Bernice E. 3, 13, 28, 52 
Whip-poor-will 33 

Whitaker, Mrs. Ronald 13, 52 
Widgeon, (now Wigeon) 

Wigeon, American (was Widgeon, 
American) 3, 30, 47 
Wigg, Melba 13, 19, 20, 40(2), 55 
Wilbrecht, John 74(2), 76 
Willet 3, 4, 51 
Wilson, Dorothy 13 
Florence 13 
Witschy, Roy 14, 41 

Mrs. Roy 14, 41(2), 64, 80 


Wolfe, Carl W. 3 
Gertrude 13 

Woodcock, American 28, 31, 50 
Woodpecker, Downy 5, 10, 23, 34, 
42, 54 

Hairy 10, 23, 34, 54 
Red-bellied 10, 33, 42, 54 
Red-headed 5, 10, 23, 33, 54, 66 
Wren, Bewick’s 35 
Carolina 11, 35, 57 
House 6, 23, 35, 56, 66 
Long-billed Marsh 3, 6, 18, 35, 57 
Rock 3, 35, 57 
Short-billed Marsh 17, 35 
Winter 11, 35, 57 
Wrentit 80 

Yellowlegs, Greater 32, 51 
Lesser 32, 51 

Yellow Rail in Nebraska - A Re¬ 
cent Laancaster County Record 
24 

Yellowthroat 3, 7, 24, 37, 60, 66 
Zahller, James D. 13 











